


CCWhere do begin Lo express my gratitude
towards such an amazing caterer as KRC?! June
12, 2010 was the day of our magical wedding
and we were so homored to have KRC cater our
event. There was no one else that learned about

my husband and [ as a couple, paid the closest
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attention to detail and was extremely responsive

to every little question we had

Their attention paid of|. Everything from the
cocktail hour, appetizer tables, the bar set ups,
and the main course all looked spectacular.

We are still getting rave reviews from our guests —

saying it was the best meal they've ever had
They served everything with elegance and

complete projessionalism, | can't say enough
good things about KRC. 22

- Alexis Freeman
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Bloomington’s exclusive
full service catering
company dedicated

to excellence and
professionalism

812.333.3431
www.KRCCatering.com

Wedgs

ARE LIKE

2011

Weddings are like snowflakes—beautiful and fleeting, each
unlike any other. At the heart of each one is a couple celebrating
their commitment to each other in front of family and friends.
Without exception, all couples want their weddings to exude
an aura of effortless romance, just like the magic of falling in
love. The four Bloomington couples who share their stories here
concur—their weddings were anything but effortless, but worth
every bit of labor. When Liza and Nick Banich found popular
venues booked on their chosen day, they thought creatively and
ended up having the first wedding reception ever held at [U’s
Henke Hall of Champions—the perfect place for a couple with
their Hoosier lineage. Ben Stahl completely trusted his fiancée,
Kate Templin, when she turned her creativity loose and it led to
buying hundreds of paper ornaments online, with breathtaking
results. Professional basketball players Cyndi Valentin and
Duany Duany planned their wedding amidst a year of crazy
international travel. In the end, their day was an elegant fusion
of their families” cultural heritages. For Tina Irvine and Chaz
Sinn, only an outdoor wedding would do, and they made it
happen in an idyllic natural setting complete with log cabin and
pond. All four couples had a clear vision of what kind of wedding
they wanted and wisely turned to local wedding professionals to
help make their march down the aisle and the celebrations that
followed joyous and picture perfect.

%% L.ee Ann Sandweiss

COVER: Kate Templin and Ben Stahl embrace under the “lanterns” in IMU’s Alumni Hall.
Photo by Jeffrey and Julia Woods

cake design
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“Feet and shoes. Puzzle pieces. Keys and locks.
When these don’t fit, it is easy to tell, but when they do,
it seems obvious. When I met Kate, it was obvious.”

BEN STAHL KNEW he wanted to spend the
rest of his life with Kate Templin, shortly after
they met at a local hangout in their Chicago
neighborhood in April 2007. “She insulted

my clothing choice, we danced, and then we .

B12-335-3151 1122 Sorth Mort

became engaged. It really is that simple,” he
explains with a grin.
Once Ben proposed, except for choosing the

wedding’s location, things were anything but
simple for Kate.
‘ Bl@nnngton e the onbi placg I could THE LAZARE DIAMOND
imagine myself getting married —it’s always 1
felt like my second home,” says Kate, a e wneld s most b "”"‘.-"I-"'"r dissmnid
Lafayette, Indiana native and Indiana
University graduate. “While the decision of
where to exchange our vows was an easy one—
my parents and grandparents were married at
First United Methodist—I pretty much made
every other part of the wedding planning pro-
cess as delightfully complicated as possible.”
Since graduating from IU in 2001 with a
journalism degree, Kate has been a magazine

A
@

editor in Chicago covering lifestyle-related topics.
Getting married meant she had the chance to :
bring some of her professional know-how to I'he originators of the ideal cut
her personal life.

“I literally made the wedding a second job. I
even launched a daily e-mail blast and website

with a couple of friends, called ‘Bride-Buzz, to @r\gcncum

share all my wedding finds with other brides,”

she says. “Luckily, my real job had introduced _J( I\_/LJCI_r\LJ

me to a ton of creative people in C}i?cago, a s Contemiy ey Giwiy dnes 1978
few of whom helped me turn my vision of

modern whimsy into a reality.” 6th & College Downtown Bloomington

812-336-3100 = 1-877-977-2100
www.argentum-jewsalry.com

Kate Templin and Ben Stahl currently live in
Chicago but were married at Bloomington’s First
United Methodist Church where Kate’s parents and
grandparents married.
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Whether you are planning 2 deitination
wedding or a haneymoor. only. carefil attention
1 detail will ensure perdoction. mrdmmnm |
ypecialises are dedicated 1o hl.l'plhg Vo

The Travel Authority
an ALTOUR company

CHECK US OUT AT:
farmweddings.farm-bloomington.com

FARMbloomington 108 East Kirkwood 812.323.0002
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Clockwise from top: Alumni
Hall was transformed by hun-
dreds of paper lanterns in a
high-impact display created

by Mike Schwandt. (ceremony) 3

Kate and Ben exchange vows,
with Rev. Jenifer Stuelpe Gibbs
officiating. (cake) IMU caterers

made the vanilla and almond  §

cake that was adorned with a
topper made by Concarta, an
artist who creates custom cake
toppers from paper. The dog in
the topper looks uncannily like
Kate and Ben’s Tibetan terrier,
Gus. (bouquets) Cathy Teeters
created all floral arrangements
in the wedding’s pink, yellow,
orange, and red color scheme.
(detail) Close-up of lantern
construction.

‘Being surrounded
by so much
love and support
was really over-
whelming and
amazing.

Kate also enlisted some topflight
Bloomington wedding professionals for hands-
on execution of her plans, which involved
using about a thousand paper lanterns to
decorate IMU’s Alumni Hall, which was the
reception site as well as the location of her
mother’s senior prom.

“I knew I wanted to do something with
the hall’s high ceilings,” she says. “When I
saw all the paper products in pinks, yellows,
and tangerines in the summer 2009 issue of
Martha Stewart Living, | knew I wanted to
incorporate a high-impact paper display, which
Mike Schwandt [Big Picture Productions],
who did our lighting and installation, pulled
off beautifully.”

In addition to Schwandt, Kate praises the
efforts of IMU’s Special Events Coordinator
Bari Kuhlman, and wedding coordinator/
florist Cathy Teeters (Cathy Teeters Beautiful

Kate and Ben leaving the church amidst a flurry of confetti made of biodegradable paper that dissolves in water.

Kate shares a moment with her mother Sarah Templin and her maternal
grandfather Richard Schmalz.

Weddings). “Those three were like on-the-
ground wedding ninjas. They seriously pulled
off what I thought might be impossible.”

While planning the wedding was really a
passion and a joy, and, yes, sometimes stressful,
Kate says that when it came to the actual
day, all those details faded away and the most
important thing was their families.

“The ceremony ended up being my favorite
part of the day—our officiant, Reverend
Jenifer Stuelpe Gibbs [First United Methodist
Church], did a wonderful job. The second
was dancing with my 92-year-old grandpa at
the reception,” says Kate. “Being surrounded
by so much love and support was really
overwhelming and amazing. In fact, Ben and
[ were so full of love that about a month after
the wedding, we found out we were expecting
a honeymoon baby!”

weddings

artfulblooms.com
teresa kinder karen paocific
81287646714 812.3461.7171
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PHOTOS BY Deckard Photography

Cyndi Valentin and Duany Duany’s wedding was a union of Sudanese and Domini-
can traditions. Pastor Kim Norris of the City Church for All Nations officiated.

5 |
Eventand Caternng Services,
Mentis and more available online @

onewarldcateringandevents.com C,E.h,_,;,‘a_ L Events

{pUANY + CYNDI} Y s :
cater n&:\@iﬁh somington.com | 812/35+-MNO0OD

Bloomington is passionate about basketball.

SO WHEN HOMETOWN BASKETBALL STARS Cyndi Valentin and
Duany Duany wed here in July 2010, the celebration was not only
profoundly moving due to the melding of their Puerto Rican/Dominican
and Sudanese traditions, it was a red-carpet spectacular event.

The couple, both Indiana All-Stars — Duany graduated from Bloom-
ington High School North in 1995, Cyndi from Bloomington High
School South in 2002 —met for the first time in Boston in 2003 at a

basketball camp run by the Duany family, renowned for its basketball
dynasty. (Duany and brother Kueth were captains of NCAA Final Four
teams, University of Wisconsin and Syracuse University, respectively;

tHe LAILORED FIT

and their parents, who fled their native Sudan to escape religious per-
secution and received graduate degrees at Indiana University, have the
distinction of being the first to have four children playing in the NCAA
in the same year.)

While love of basketball formed the initial bond between Cyndi and
Duany, the feelings deepened into love for each other. After a six-year

For your custony created designis

and all level of alteration needs

make your next stop courtship that weathered global travel in Europe and Africa—both Cyndi

e TAILORED FIT and Duany were playing professional international basketball — Duany
proposed at the Valentin home in the presence of both their families.
All brides face challenges putting together a lavish wedding, but it

Margaret Fette, Owner required a great deal of effort for a jetsetting pro basketball player who

B12.323.2645

www. TheTalloredFit.biz

had just signed a contract to play in Spain. After finding her dress and

venue, Cyndi enlisted Hannah Trowbridge of Social Butterfly as her @j 3 W ;
e((ﬂW Effé/é/f?w-
g Q&If?f?& S Uudio

(812) 333-7540 = (812) 327-9794
www,CathyTeetersBeautiful Weddings.com

wedding planner.

“Without her I don’t know how I would have got it done,” Cyndi says.
SO8 W dth Street “I also got support from my family, Duany’s sisters and mom, and Ashley
{TH STREET PLAZA, at 4th and Rogers Farrell, my maid of honor. Bari Kuhlman’s team at the IMU was also
great. So it was definitely a team effort!”

Bloom Bloom
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We take pride in our commitment to a lasting relationship.

1U Credit Union has all of the resources you need for a lasting financial relationship.
We provide products that fit your lifestyle, financial education and counseling to
make you money-wise, loans and deposits with great rates, plus 24/7 access to your
account with a nationwide network of ATMs and shared branches, What's not to
love? Open your account online or at any branch.

We started a credit union ’" cred' u o
and created a community. _' ' n'on

Memiber NCUA B1Z-855-THIR » buc

=
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Newlywed basketball stars Cyndi and Duany stroll
down the aisle after their wedding ceremony at IMU’s
Tree Suite Garden.

The intimate July 10, 2010, ceremony took
place at the IMU’s Tree Suite Garden and in-
corporated a traditional Dominican exchange
of 13 coins between the bride and groom.

“We passed them back and forth thirteen
times until they ended up in my hands on
the thirteenth time,” Cyndi explains. “This
represents how we will share material things
and provide for each other.”

More than 500 ostrich plumes adorned
Alumni Hall at the reception, contributing to
the dramatic Miami-chic vibe —the couple
loves South Beach —which featured custom-
print accent material of teal and silver, and walls
draped in white fabric, with cool teal up-lighting
by Mike Schwandt (Big Picture Productions).
DJ Wild Child provided a mix of meringue,
salsa, and bachata—music traditional to Cyndi’s
Puerto Rican and Dominican heritage.

But hands down the most unforgettable
dance of the evening was when Cyndi joined

Table shot: White ostrich plumes and teal table linens
contribute to the wedding’s Miami-chic vibe.

(clockwise from top left):
Cyndi and her new sister-
in-law, Nok Duany, perform
a Sudanese dance in
traditional garments.

The guests spontane-
ously took to the floor and
joined in the dance.

Cyndi and Duany
embrace during a slow
dance.

The IMU pastry chef
created the five-tiered
wedding cake which
was decorated with the
couple’s monogram.

While love of basketball
formed the initial bond
between Cyndi and Duany;,
the feelings deepened into
love for each other.

Duany’s sisters Nok and Nyagon to dance in
the Nuer tradition wearing traditional Suda-
nese garments.

“The dance is powerful and reflects the
warrior spirit of the Nuer, which has helped
them survive centuries of adversity,” Duany
explains. “Cyndi fit so seamlessly into the
dance —she embodies all the values that the
dance celebrates. I could not control my emo-
tion and had to run out there and join them.”

Cyndi was equally overwhelmed. “I just
didn’t imagine how well received it would be
by the guests, but, once we started, everyone
was on their feet and circled us, clapping and
cheering. Right at the end Duany’s dad came
and danced with me. It was an incredible

moment [ will never forget.”

e

BEAUTIFUL, PRIVATE SPACE ON KIRKWOOD & OFF-PREMISE CATERING

{‘,.5- « REHFARSAL DINNERS [/ SHOWERS [/ GROOM'S PARTIES /[ RECEPTIONS [/ CELEBRATIONS OF ALL KINDS »

ﬂi RESERVE TODAY: 812-333-2700

FINCHSERASSERTEEVENTSEDGMAILCOM
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{WEDDING NO.3}

A OOSIERIFIC

Father Jim Wilmouth,
Liza’s family priest, came
to Bloomington from
Knoxville, Tennesee, to
celebrate the wedding
mass.

Nick and Liza taking a bit
of their own advice: “Take
a deep breath and enjoy
the day—it will fly by!”

PHOTOS BY
Deckard Photography
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The Story Inn

Brown County, Indiana
www.storyinn.com * (8o0) 881-1183
Fine Dining, Owvernight Accommaodations, Honeymoons,
Weddings, Receptions, and Rehearsal Dinners

Treat yourself to the complate
Aveda experience, We will
toke care of your every need
framn focials. manicures

« . ond pedicures 1o halr and
I THOUGHT HER NAME was Leslie and had it that way in my phone [ airbrushed maka-up, Starl

{NICK + LI1ZA}

until T got a Facebook friend request,” he sheepishly admits. “I am just : the celebration by scheduling
glad she was able to overlook that and agree to put up with me for the oz your agpoiniment lﬁdﬂj;". z
rest of our lives.” [ '

In September 2009, Nick proposed to Liza in Monument Circle after
a romantic carriage ride around downtown Indianapolis. “I thought if it
was going to happen it would be on the carriage ride, but we were walk-
ing across the circle to look at the fountain, and when I turned around
he was on his knee,” Liza recalls.

The wedding was planned for May 2010, the weck after Nick’s gradu-
ation from Indiana University and one week before his father, a colonel
in the U.S. Army Reserve, was deployed to Afghanistan. That meant they

1U’s Memorial Stadium is the perfect backdrop for IU grads Liza and Nick Banich, who come from a long line of Hoosier alumni. Their wedding reception at Henke Hall of Champions . . .
was the first ever at the venue. had only eight months to plan a lavish wedding.

St. Charles Catholic Church, their place of worship, was available for
the ceremony, but a number of Bloomington’s popular wedding recep-
tion venues were not.

Nick Banich still can’t get over it. When he met his future wife Liza Stephens at a party his “We thought about moving the wedding to Knoxville, Tennessce,

fraternity had with her SOIOIity, he gOt her name wrong. where Liza grew up, when her dad came up with the idea of looking into
the Henke Hall of Champions,” says Nick.

Bloom Bloom
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Wediding & Special Events Coordinator
8128558855
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(above) The groomsmen
get goofy at Showalter
Fountain on the IU campus.

(right) The wedding party
rocks out on the dance
floor.

Fortunately, the hall —an opulent banquet
and entertaining space that is part of the recent
Memorial Stadium renovation —was available
and theirs would be the first wedding celebra-
tion to be held there. The location could not
have been more perfect for this Hoosier clan,
as Liza, Nick, and both their fathers were U
grads.

“We met at IU, so having it at the stadium
with all the [U paraphernalia was perfect!”
Liza says.

Cathy Teeters (Cathy Teeters Beautiful
Weddings) coordinated all of the details to
make Liza and Nick’s reception a unique Hoo-
sierific celebration. A football tailgate-themed
cocktail hour—complete with cream-and-crim-
son color scheme—was held in the hall’s lower
level, the concourse for IU football games.

Championship Catering provided classic
tailgate fare, including miniature hot dogs,
popcorn, and a selection of the families’
favorite beers. An elegant dinner (also Cham-

(above) Elegant table pionship Catering) followed in the hall’s dra-
settings of navy, ivory,

and yellow accents
complemented the cream-

and-crimson color theme.

matic upper level on table settings of navy
and ivory, with yellow accents. Sherry Eller
created the traditional wedding cake; potica,

a Slovian sweet nutbread and Banich family
(below) Nick and Liza have
the field all to themselves for

one precious moment.

favorite baked by Nick’s godmother, substi-
tuted for a groom’s cake. Mike Schwandt
(Big Picture Productions) helped create a
festive atmosphere with custom lighting
that included an abstract floral pattern on
the dance floor. A photo booth provided ad-
ditional fun for the guests.

“We got copies of all the photos taken
throughout the night,” Liza says. “Looking
back on our wedding, there is absolutely
nothing I would change —it was the classy,
timeless wedding I envisioned.”
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FLORAL DESIGN STUDIO
Elegant Weddings

Special Events

ersonal Services:

* Acne Treatments and

Customized Facials
* Best Waxing in Town
» Make Up Application
and Lessons

* Hair Services Including
Extentions and Ethnic Hair
* Variety of Massage Therapies

« Manicures and Pedicures
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812.339.3193
2613 East 3rd St.» Across from Eastland Plaza
www.carmendelgado.com
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PHOTOS BY Lisa Walker

(top) The groomsmen and groom relax on the porch of
the log cabin at the wedding site.

(right) Tina and Chaz exchange vows, with Rev.
Mark Calvert-Rosenberger of First Christian Church
officiating.

{CcHAZ + TINA}

Tina Irvine had been dating
Chaz Sinn for five years in

April 2009, but he could still
surprise her—especially on
the day he turned a picnic in
a field of daffodils into a mar-
riage proposal.

“CHAZ SAID HE WANTED TO GO on a picnic
to celebrate the start of spring. We went

to a field full of daffodils near his parents’
house—daffodils are my favorite flower,” says
Tina. “When we got there, I was more focused
on taking artsy pictures of the flowers than
actually paying attention to Chaz. Then,
oops—all of a sudden, I turned around and
saw him kneeling and reaching out for my
hand.”

Chaz had a well-laid plan for popping the
question in that particular place, where he
and Tina had visited early in their courtship.
“I snuck over to the field and hid a basket of
shrimp, chocolate, cheese, and champagne for
us to enjoy after I surprised her,” he recalls.

In his pocket that day was Tina’s great-
grandmother’s engagement ring, which Tina’s
mom had given him.

Although not in that particular field, the
Bloomington High School North sweethearts
(they met as freshmen during cross-country
practice) were married on Father’s Day 2010
at The Fields—the culmination of a year of
wedding planning they did themselves.

“I always wanted an outdoor wedding. The
Fields was perfect, because it offered the ideal
mix of country atmosphere and classiness,”
Tina explains.

Chaz and Tina admit they picked a
particularly busy year to take on the Herculean
task of preparing for a wedding.

“We planned the wedding during my first
year of teaching, which may not have been
the smartest thing,” says Tina, who teaches
sixth grade at Indianapolis’ Indiana Math
and Science Academy. “When school ended
for me in June, we had two weeks before the

. *
JC]r
*p|m’rr.'bgrr.':p|1y for 2011

317.289.3567

www.JarAsterisk.com

Wedding Videography

Duane Busick

dubusic
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wedding. I think we got more done in those two weeks than

we did the whole year of planning!”

The couple credits Kimberly Maxwell, The Fields” events
coordinator, with the reception’s smooth orchestration and
Cathy Teeters (Cathy Teeters Beautiful Weddings) with

making the wedding aesthetically personal.

Tina says that Teeters’ artistic eye created the bright
color scheme she wanted. “We knew we wanted it to pop.
Cathy sat down with us to look over photos and assess what
our style was and wasn’t, and then we just let her go. She

did a fabulous job even on a tight budget.”

Hot pink and orange dominated Teeters’ floral
arrangements of spray roses, delphinium, and Gerber
daises and cheerfully popped against the attendants’ mango

dresses.

Of her own dress, Tina says, “My family
traces its heritage back to Greece. I knew
from the moment that I tried on the dress
that I eventually selected that it was the one,
because in part it made me feel like a Greek
goddess.”

Chaz feels that their do-it-ourselves
approach was a great success for one reason:
meticulous planning from the get-go.

“Although Tina and I possibly over-
planned many of the details, it was worth
it, because we both woke up the morning
of the wedding and were just able to enjoy
ourselves that day.”

CLOCKWISE

FROM TOP:

Tina greets guest
Bloomington Mayor Mark
Kruzan; excited female
guests and attendants
anticipate Tina’s bouquet
toss; “We were just able
to enjoy ourselves that
day”; fresh simplicity is
always in style; bright
floral accents pop against
the white cake.

we YuVe...LuVe!

Bloom
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EDDING

AND IDEAS

We surveyed local wedding experts and our newlywed couples to find both

creative and tried-and-true ways to make your wedding wonderful and glitch free.

1 + CHECK A BLOOMINGTON CALENDAR
OF EVENTS before selecting your wedding
day so as to avoid busy weekends. During
such events as the Lotus Festival, IU
Homecoming, and Little 500, hotel rooms
for your out-of-town guests will be hard to
come by and traffic will be heavy.

20 ASK TALENTED FRIENDS TO PLAY A
VITAL ROLE. They will be honored and
you will save money—whether on music,
flower arrangements, invitations, or some
other part of the wedding.

3¢ HIRE A WEDDING COORDINATOR.
If your budget allows, this is the best way to
ensure the wedding goes off without a hitch
and your jaw isn’t clenched in the photos.

40 CREATE A WEDDING WEBSITE.
This is an easy, fun, and inexpensive way to
keep everyone in the loop as you progress
from engagement to honeymoon.

5¢ INCORPORATE FAMILY TRADITIONS.

Adding ethnic ritual, food, or dance to your
wedding is a way to personalize the event
and honor the heritages of the merging
families.

6‘ BOOK THE BEST MUSICIANS YOU
CAN FIND. Great music sets the tone for an
unforgettable wedding and reception.

70 WANT TO SHOW YOUR LOVE FOR
PLANET EARTH ON YOUR WEDDING
DAY? Visit greatgreenwedding.com for
earth-friendly wedding ideas.

8. GIVE SOMETHING BACK. If you have
everything you need, instead of receiving
gifts contact your favorite charity and see if
they have a donation registry.

9. TAKE A FEW DANCE LESSONS.
You don’t have to be Fred Astaire and
Ginger Rogers, but having a few rehearsed
steps will help you enjoy your moment in
the spotlight.

10. MANY OF TODAY'S BRIDES ARE
OPTING TO WEAR NOT ONE DRESS,
BUT TWO! Wear an elegant gown for
exchanging vows, then slip into something
more festive and comfortable for the
reception.

11. WRITE YOUR OWN vOWS.
Creating your own pledges to one another can

be one of the most romantic things you'll ever do.

120C0MMUNICATE WITH YOUR
PHOTOGRAPHER IN ADVANCE.
Give him or her a list of the individuals and

groups that you want photographed.

1 30 ENLIVEN YOUR RECEPTION
DECOR WITH COLOR. White tablecloths
and napkins aren’t your only option. Choose
a color scheme with punch and personality.

14. LET THERE BE LIGHT. Creative
lighting has exciting possibilities—from
projecting a monogram or pattern on the
dance floor to setting the desired mood.

15¢A SIGNATURE COCKTAIL is sure to
get the party started at your reception.

16¢ CREATE WELCOME PACKAGES
FOR YOUR OUT-OF-TOWN GUESTS.
Have them available at the hotel at check-in.
Along with a welcome note and information
about Bloomington (such as a copy of
Bloom Magazine), you might include a
snack, a split of Champagne, or toiletries.

17‘ PACK AN EMERGENCY BAG ON
THE WEDDING DAY. The bride should
have a bag that contains an emergency pair
of this and that, safety pins, and cosmetics
for touch ups.

18. MAKE A GRAND ENTRANCE.
Consider being escorted by your beloved pet
dog or arriving on a white horse.

1 9. RECYCLE CEREMONY FLOWERS
AT THE RECEPTION. Use your altar
arrangements to dress up the entrance to the
reception or buffet tables. The wedding
planner or a close friend/family member can
do the transporting.

20). END THE EVENING WITH A
“LATE-NIGHT SNACK.” This helps buffer
the effects of alcohol consumed and adds a
welcome surprise as guests depart.

Bloom



Eagle Pointe has been crafting unique ceremonies
and receptions for over twenty years. Dedicated to

making your dream wedding a reality, we look
forward to exceeding your expectations!

- Elegant atmosphere
- Beautiful views

et
- Impeccable service E AGLE POINTE

- Comfortable | to 6 bedroom condos
- - Recreation: golf, tennis, CATERING
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