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A familiar Midwestern scene: An old-fashioned 
farm surrounded by harvested fields — and to 
the right, an encroaching subdivision. Taken 
from Karst Farm Greenway on the west side of 
Bloomington. Photo by Benjamin Tokarski
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Newlyweds Beth and Brian Sutterer 
share a romantic minute on the 
grounds of Butler Winery. Photo by 
Nadia Casperson 

I t was indeed the kind of winter’s day Paul Simon was thinking of when 
he wrote, “I Am a Rock”; it was “deep and dark” and mighty cold, too. 
On December 10, 2016, the sun rose at 7:55 a.m. EST and set at 5:23 

p.m. The high temperature was 29 degrees Fahrenheit; the low, 20 degrees. 
The day was mostly overcast, although the sun did break through for a few 
brief intervals. It was the kind of cold, silent day where most Bloomingto-
nians chose to hunker down indoors.

We had hoped for snow. Our first Take a Picture Day for summer took 
place on August 23, 2008, and it was clear and sunny. In 2010, our autumn 
picture day was crisp and cloudless. Both were perfect for taking photographs 
that depicted the season. No such luck this time.  The first snowfall of the 
year was to come three days later, on December 13.

Still, Bloom readers were out with their cameras capturing the quiet, the 
stillness, and the occasional activity of those who defied the elements.

We hope you enjoy these beautiful photographs. There are dozens more at 
magbloom.com. —the editor
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There was no snow, but the 
photographer captured this bit 
of ice on the leaves in Bryan 
Park. Photo by Jenn Brown

A peaceful midmorning scene at the 
Amy Weingartner Branigin Peninsula 

Preserve at Lake Monroe.  
Photo by Don Waters
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A skateboarder shows 
his stuff at the Crosstown 

Shopping Center on  
East 10th Street. 

Photo by John Woodcock 

Limestone pillars at the 
corner of East 2nd Street and 
Jordan Avenue sport their 
traditional collection of winter 
caps. Photo by Risë Koben 
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Jerome Gust of Good Life 
Farms freshens up his pro-
duce at the Bloomington 
Winter Farmers’ Market.  
Photo by Merrill Hatlen, 
Edilansinaw Media, LLC

Flutist Gretchen Weber 
imagines what it might 
have been like to jam 
with legendary songwriter 
Hoagy Carmichael, while 
Jack Sheets looks on.  
Photo by Jack Sheets and 
Gretchen Weber

Bloomington Winter 
Farmers’ Market shoppers 

Glenda McAvoy and Rex 
Hunt smile for the camera. 

Photo by Merrill Hatlen, 
Edilansinaw Media, LLC
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Patrick and Marina Fiore, owners of Le Petit Café, 
pause for a picture during a lull in the Saturday 

breakfast rush. Photo by Jennifer Weiss

A cold morning led to this 
car-top frost pattern.  
Photo by Benjamin Tokarski

Volunteers Christa Browning (left) and her 
daughter Hannah Browning sit among the 
donations at the Stuff a Bus toy drive held 
in the College Mall parking lot. Photo by 
Peggy Woodcock
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(above) Jace DeHaven, 
5, offers free hugs in 
Fountain Square Mall. His 
mother, Jordan DeHaven 
(pictured right) explains: 
“We had been talking a 
lot about a Donald Trump 
presidency and bullying 
and how that makes 
people feel. We had a day, 
just the two of us, and I 
asked what he wanted to 
do. … He said he wanted 
to give presents to others. 
I explained we didn’t have 
the funds for that and his 
response was, ‘But hugs 
are free!’ So, we set out.” 
Photo by Stephen Sproull

Bloomington shines bright in 
the old Woolery Stone Company 
building off Tapp Road. Photo by 
Jack Sheets and Gretchen Weber

Bloomington High School 
South students grab a 

bite to eat and participate 
in a friendly smart phone 

competition at McDonald’s 
on South Walnut. Photo by 

Peggy Woodcock
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A curious deer at Eagle 
Pointe on Lake Monroe.  

Photo by Richard D. Holen



magbloom.com | February/March 2017 | Bloom  123

Bloom
 M

agazine’s 3rd  
T

ake a P
icture D

ay

A cornfield after the 
harvest. Photo by  
Benjamin Tokarski

While most of the day was 
overcast, this burro caught 
a bit of morning sun in a 
pasture just west of South 
Smith Road. 
Photo by John Woodcock

A southern Indiana scene 
on Allens Creek Road. 

Photo by Candy Albright
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An early winter sunset 
over an empty play-
ground at Bryan Park.  
Photo by Jenn Brown
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