“The idea is that music comes from the soul,” says The Soul Kitchen
host William R. Morris Jr. Photo by Shannon Zahnle

by Rodney Margison
William R. Morris Jr., a.k.a. “Brother William,” views The
Soul Kitchen, his radio show on WFIU-FM, as a place where
listeners of all backgrounds can put aside their social and
political differences and find common ground around music.

“I see these opportunities where people can be friends and
let your hair down for a minute, even if you don’t do it forever,”
Morris says. “It doesn’t follow you into the voting booth.
That’s what The Soul Kitchen is all about.”

Morris, 68, says his interest in music began at age 8 after
watching the 1965 film Your Cheating Heart, about country
crooner Hank Williams. “I left there, I wanted to get the
album—and my dad bought me the album. I never stopped
loving Hank Williams.”

Then, he says, at around age 9, his father took him to his
first concert. “He took me to see James Brown. I don’t know
that I've ever been more excited about anything in my
whole life.”
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