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From glistening blown glass ornaments and ceramic Motawi art tiles 
to standing wooden puzzles and striking handwoven scarves, By Hand 
Gallery has a kaleidoscope of gifts that would appeal to many shoppers 
looking for handmade artworks for holiday gifts. 

The locally owned cooperative gallery has been a Bloomington staple 
for 44 years. Located in Fountain Square Mall, 101 W. Kirkwood on the 
downtown Square, the shop is owned by 12 artisan members whose 
work is sold there, along with the diverse artwork by 80 other artists, 
about half from south-central Indiana and Indianapolis. 

“We have a very good reputation among artists,” says Suzanne 
Halvorson, one of two charter gallery members. “I would like to say we 
are the premiere gallery in Bloomington because we have the longevity, 
and we are very discriminating about who we accept.” 

The gallery sells jewelry, ceramics, wood sculptures, fiber, glass, 
pottery, stone carvings, 2D photography, 3D mixed media works, 
greeting cards, and clothing, including sweaters and mittens. Only 
handmade items are accepted.

Marilyn Greenwood, gallery president whose jewelry focuses on 
gemstones and fossils set in gold and silver, says the member-artists 
judge proposed artwork. “We make a decision based on what’s best for 
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our gallery. If they pass our muster, we decide if we have room for them. We 
have to balance the types of artwork, too.” 

Halvorson says the gallery has a special gallery exhibit, called “Deck the 
Halls,” through December. “The exhibit really focuses on items that make 
great gifts,” says Halvorson, who weaves scarves of linen, bamboo fiber, and 
rayon. 

Through December, By Hand is open noon–4 p.m. on Sundays in addition 
to its regular hours from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
Visit byhandgallery.com. —Barb Berggoetz


