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For more than 30 years, the Community Foundation has helped people make a lasting difference. 

Whether it’s an endowment to address the community’s most pressing needs, or supporting a cause you 
care about most, the Community Foundation can help you make a positive impact that endures forever in 
our community. Learn how at www.CFBMC.org.

POWERED BY GIVING

Create your dream for Monroe County.

“Through the Community Foundation 
you can support any dream you have 
for Monroe County. Here you can take 
your unique vision for our community 
and make an impact in many worthy 
areas both today and in perpetuity.”

Leigh Richey
Richey Family Fund 
Legacy Society Member
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Drop in. Branch out.

614 E 2nd Street Bloomington, IN 47404  |  812-407-4339  |    @elmbloomington  

Dinner Wed - Sat 5pm to 10pm

EXPLORE NEW CULINARY HEIGHTS IN THE HEART OF BLOOMINGTON.

Learn more
smithville.com/springbloom
(812) 935-8168

Whether home or away, you can be assured 
your property and everyone in it is safe. Our 
NEW Smart Home Security is professionally 
installed and monitored to meet your needs.

Stay safe with always-on water leak, smoke 
and CO detection

Watch over your kids, pets and property

Maximize comfort and energy savings

Now serving ALL of Monroe County with our Smart Home Security

“I was at the grocery store when 
the alarm company called to tell 
me that my house was on fire and 
they had dispatched 911. Had we 
not had our Smithville Smart 
Home Security, we never would 
have known that there was a fire 
until it was too late. The quick 
response and notification saved 
our house and our three dogs.” 

—Jessie M., SMITHVILLE SMART 
HOME SECURITY CUSTOMER

Watch Over What 
Matters Most to You
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Special thanks to Cardinal Spirits, Bloom Magazine, Lisa Walker Photography, & Kip May Photography

Beneficiaries: Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Central Indiana and Boys & Girls Clubs of Bloomington

GROUP

Jefferson 
Shreve

TV SERIES EDITION

BLOOMINGTON MONROE COUNTY 
CONVENTION CENTER

Saturday, February 22, 2025 
6:00pm 

Visit Bloomington.100CooksWhoCare.com 
for details on how to participate or 

donate to the cause

Your Local Commercial Banking Experts 
We believe in relationship-based banking, backed by the resources of a premier institution. 

Kimberly Hale 
Treasury Management Consultant 
kimberly.hale@oldnational.com 
812-330-2626

Scott Shishman 
Bloomington Market President 
scott.shishman@oldnational.com 
812-330-2632

Susan Johnson 
Business Banking Relationship Manager 
susan.johnson@oldnational.com 
812-278-3594

Keith Leonard 
Business Banking Relationship Manager 
keith.leonard@oldnational.com 
812-330-2646

At Old National, we’re ready to listen to your needs. As local 
experts, we know the Indiana business markets inside and out. 
Our lending decisions are made locally, while our capabilities 
extend across the Midwest. With approximately $49 billion  
in assets, we can get the job done. Let’s find a solution  
that’s right for you. 

Old National Bank. Where relationships and results matter. Proud Sponsor of IU Athletics
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Up Your Game

On The Square – Downtown Bloomington  |  101 W. Kirkwood  |  812.323.7730
ANDREWDAVISCLOTHIERS.COM

Finding Your Style  |  Investing in Quality  |  Having Fun
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19	 Letters

20	 Bloom Community Awards

21	 Up Front

22	 Bloom Holiday Party

24	 Big Picture
	 ‘White Out’ by Jeremy Hogan, The Bloomingtonian

30	 Our Town
	 The new superintendent of Monroe County Community 

School Corporation; and a legendary Bloomington 
restaurateur, actor, and activist are residents worth knowing.

34	 Arts/Entertainment
	 Artist Edward Bernstein will stage his first solo exhibition 

here since 2013; and portrait photographer Megan Snook 
uses a historical process to create one-of-a-kind images. 

46	 Food/Drink
	 There’s still time to shop for fresh meat, produce, and more at 

the Bloomington Winter Farmers’ Market.

52	 Fashion/Shopping
	 Thrift shops are growing in popularity, and we highlight a 

pair of unusual ones—a nonprofit shop on the downtown 
Square offering second-hand art and craft supplies, and a 
clothing store that rents space to individuals who want to sell 
their used apparel. 

58	 Health/Fitness
	 Meet the Old Farts Bike Club, whose members are (nearly) 

all over 70 years old; and IU Health Riley Children’s Health 
has a strong local presence, from current and former patients 
to fundraisers like the Bloomington High School South and 
Indiana University dance marathons.

66	 Science/Education
	 IU’s African American Arts Institute has been celebrating its 

50th anniversary this school year; and the City has received 
a grant to increase energy efficiency and climate resiliency at 
the historic Buskirk-Chumley Theater.

72	 Community
	 Exodus Refugee Bloomington is preparing for the unknown 

as the Trump administration rolls out unprecedented 
changes to immigration policies.

76	 Business/Finance
	 Three Bloomingtonians left one successful career for a 

completely new one, and are doing well.

features
94	 Celebrating Alumni of Bloomington 

High School South and Bloomington 
High School North.

	 Bloomington’s two largest high schools have produced a number 
of notable graduates—professional athletes, musicians, writers, 
and more. Check out these stellar former students.

	 By Brittany Marshall

104	 Young Superstars
	 Get to know three young superstars in emerging technologies 

and cybersecurity, DEI, and global philanthropy, each of whom is 
making their mark in Bloomington and the world.   

	 By Rodney Margison, Elizabeth Ellis & Greg Siering;  
photography by Rodney Margison
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Atrial fibrillation (AFib) is the most common type of irregular heart rhythm. It often causes you to experience a rapid heart 
rate. One of the greatest concerns about AFib is that it increases your risk of stroke. Early detection is key. 

Symptoms include:
 General fatigue
 A rapid and irregular heartbeat 
 Dizziness
 Shortness of breath and anxiety
 Light headedness

If you are experiencing one or more of these symptoms, don’t wait. Contact a doctor today. When referred to the IU Health 
AFib Program, patients work with our team of experts right here in Bloomington to assess and test for risk factors, learn how 
to manage those risk factors, create a treatment plan, and schedule follow up visits as needed to monitor your condition.

 Faintness or confusion
 Sweating
 Chest pain or pressure (This is a medical emergency. You 
   may be having a heart attack. Call 911 immediately if you 
   have chest pain or pressure.   
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Black History Month

editor’s message

February is Black History Month in America and Bloomington 
has plenty of Black history to celebrate. The contributions of 
African Americans to our community far outweigh their numbers, 
estimated today to be roughly 3,700—less than 5% of our population.

Over the years, there have been many heralded activists and 
community leaders like Elizabeth Eagleson Bridgwaters (see 
Bloom, February/March 2013), Rev. Earnest D. Butler (see Bloom, 
February/March 2014), and Clarence W. Gilliam, who drafted the 
City’s first fair housing ordinance in 1968. Architect Bill Haynes, 
independently and as an Indiana University staff architect, 
designed many of the buildings in and around our city.

LaVerta Terry was the first Black teacher in the Monroe County 
school system and co-founder of the IU Groups Scholars Program. 
Jim Holland was a celebrated IU zoology professor and mentor; the 
Hudson and Holland Scholarship Program was created to honor his 
contributions to educating minority students. Herman C. Hudson 
was a conduit between the university and the larger community 
and founder of the Department of Afro-American Studies. Charlie 
Nelms, still active, was the first African American chancellor of 
an IU campus. And over at Tri-North Middle School, Joe Boddie is 
such a respected and beloved teacher and basketball coach that the 
Joe Boddie Gymnasium was named in his honor.

The contributions of George and Viola Taliaferro are 
monumental, and I hope someday the City will get around to 
honoring them (like maybe renaming Switchyard Park in their 
memory). George, the greatest athlete in IU history, helped 
desegregate Bloomington. Vi was a Monroe County Circuit Court 
judge specializing in juvenile justice—the first African American 

judge south of Indianapolis. The Indiana State Bar Association has 
an Honorable Viola J. Taliaferro Award.

Today, Bloomington has many remarkable Black citizens 
making important contributions to our lives. To name just a few: 
Markay Winston is the new superintendent of Monroe County 
Consolidated School Corporation (see Page 30); Denzil Ross is 
president of IU Health South Central Region (see Bloom, April/
May 2024); writer, activist, and actor Gladys DeVane and African 
American historian Liz Mitchell teach us important history we 
were never taught in school through their Resilience Productions 
(see Bloom, February/March 2023); Jim Sims is a former 
City Council president and current president of the Monroe 
County NAACP, and his wife, Doris, led the City’s Housing and 
Neighborhood Development Department; and this year’s recipient 
of the City’s Legacy Award at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
celebration, Beverly Calender-Anderson, recently retired as head 
of the City’s Department of Community and Family Resources. Oh, 
and there’s Brother William Morris, that cat whose Soul Kitchen 
program entertains us Friday afternoons on WFIU-FM.

I could go on and on and on naming citizens of color who enrich 
our lives. I invite readers to email me with names I’ve left out.
I am forever appreciative of the diversity of Bloomington and the 
way our Black, Latino, Muslim, Jewish, and LGBTQ+ communities 
cooperate and support one another.  We are in a good place. 

Malcolm Abrams 
	 editor@magbloom.com



VISITBLOOMINGTON.COM

Experience Spring 

in Full BLOOM!
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Dr. Maya Angelou’s famous quote is timely: “If a person shows 
you who they are, believe them the first time!” While important 
strides have been made in addressing America’s original sin—
centuries of chattel slavery and its legacy—progress has zigzagged 
for Black Americans.

Today, some want to excise the inglorious parts of our nation’s 
history out of school curricula for being “uncomfortable” subjects. 
America has shown us, once again, who it is. It chose a convicted 
felon found liable for sexual assault, a Bible imposter, a misogynistic, 
race-baiting white man, over an experienced, faith-filled, qualified 
Black and Asian woman for the presidency of this likely teetering 
democracy.  It is an awful, threatening feeling for many of us.  What 
did we not understand about America that led to this outcome? 

Consider an analogy from writer James Baldwin: Imagine 
looking up in the sky every night and seeing the same star, fixed 
in place. It is reassuring of one’s place in the universe. For many 
white Americans, Black Americans are that fixed star—expected to 
be in a certain place. It is unnerving, then, to look up and find that 
the star has moved. It is not where they expected it to be. That is 
disorienting to white America’s sense of place in a world/universe 
that they claim as theirs. A multiracial democracy is a threat to 
their sense of self and place. One star that moved became a two-
term Black president. A Black woman president? That’s a star 
moved w-a-y too far for some stargazers!   

Pundits claim that the lack of support among minority groups, 
including Black and Latino men—less than 6% of the electorate—
cost Kamala Harris the election. Actually, the only minority 
group that overwhelmingly voted for Donald Trump was Cuban 
Americans. Meanwhile, white voters upped their share of the 
electorate to 71%; with 57% voting for Trump, outpacing all other 
groups. In white Christian denominations, the majority voted for 
Trump. Among those, only college-educated white women favored 
Harris; while 92% of all Black women and 79% of Jewish voters 
chose Harris. This election brought identity politics out into the 
open—white identity politics. The Republican Party is their party. 
This coalition unites white workers and their billionaire bosses, 
showing that white workers prioritize their race over their pensions.

Historically, high promise and crushing defeat happened before 
to Black Americans. An example was in the aftermath of the Civil 
War that the North won, at least on the battlefield—not so much 
in the minds of many white Americans. (Note the proliferation of 

Confederate flags at the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2020.) Black 
men helped win the war and were promised land. Some received 
it, but following President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, 
the Southerner vice president, Andrew Johnson, ascended and 
returned the land to former enslavers. Additionally, the Freedman’s 
Savings Bank, set up in 1865 with hope-filled deposits from freed 
people, was mismanaged by its white directors, failing in 1874. 
Losing everything, many Blacks were forced to work for “shares” 
on former slaveowners’ land.

Did they give up? No! Emancipated people built schools (the 
first public schools in the South), churches, Masonic lodges, and 
civic organizations. This was true even as Jim Crow segregation 
took hold in the South and “up North,” where many fled, seeking 
better lives while being ushered into ghettos.

They pressed on—leaning into the 1960s’ Civil Rights 
Movement that legally ended Jim Crow.

In the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s last book, Where Do 
We Go from Here: Chaos or Community? (1967), he answered by 
making “hope” his central theme. He chastised whites for holding 
on to their false sense of racial superiority. Black Americans, King 
urged, must keep fighting for justice! That recurring message 
was echoed by Black writers, including Harlem Renaissance poet 
Sterling A. Brown, whose 1931 excerpted poem, “Strong Men” 
echoes that message (women added):			   	

What, from the slums
Where they have hemmed you.
…
They could not keep from you	
What reaches them
Making them ill at ease, fearful?
…  One thing they cannot prohibit—
The strong men gittin’ 
Stronger.
Strong men …
Stronger … 

White Identity Politics in the 2024 Election

guest columnist

by Audrey Thomas McCluskey, Ph.D.
Emerita Professor, African American & African Diaspora Studies
Indiana University-Bloomington

The opinions expressed by Guest Columnists are those of the author(s) 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Bloom Magazine.
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make sure we will be here to serve you  

over the coming decades.
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511 S. Woodscrest Dr., Bloomington, IN 47401 | 812-332-5000

We live in contentious times in which people have strong opinions. Bloom invites 
readers of all sentiments to submit guest columns. Opinions must be based on 
facts, writers must sign their full names, provide contact information, and there 
must be no advocation of violence. Submit to editor@magbloom.com.
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contributors
Elizabeth Ellis WRITER: YOUNG SUPERSTARS Elizabeth is a content 
developer for the Indiana University School of Public Health 
and freelancer with 15 years of experience writing and 
editing for a variety of publications—from medical journals 
to nationwide boating magazines. A mom and Hoosier at 
heart, she likes a good underdog story and spotlighting people 
making a difference in their communities. When Elizabeth 
isn’t writing, she enjoys amateur photography with her trusty 
Canon Rebel, listening to audiobooks and vinyl records, 
traveling with her family, and a good Upland craft brew. 

Greg Siering WRITER: YOUNG SUPERSTARS Greg has written for 
Bloom since 2016, starting out as the beer columnist and 
moving on to other stories. His day job is directing the Center 
for Innovative Teaching and Learning at Indiana University–
Bloomington, where he promotes inclusive and equitable 
education. He has recently been focusing that work on the 
challenges and opportunities of artificial intelligence within 
higher education. He has lived in Bloomington with his wife, 
Carmen, since 2010. 

Brittany Marshall WRITER: CELEBRATING BLOOMINGTON’S HIGH 

SCHOOL ALUMNI Brittany is a Bloomington native who lives 
here with her husband and three children. After earning a 
bachelor’s degree in communication and culture at Indiana 
University, she worked as a corporate public relations 
specialist before starting her own business as a freelance 
writer and communications professional. She enjoys 
interviewing people and writing about their passions. See her 
work at brittanymarshallcreative.com.

Rodney Margison WRITER AND PHOTOGRAPHER: YOUNG SUPERSTARS 
Prior to joining the staff at Bloom, where he’s now the 
managing editor, Rodney had a robust career as a newspaper 
photojournalist and reporter before expanding into editorial 
and artistic portraiture. In addition to photography and 
writing, he enjoys reading, running, kayaking, traveling, and 
being a husband, father, and cat dad.

Bloom
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The contents of this publication may not be reproduced either 
in whole or in part without the written consent of the publisher. 

Bloom Magazine assumes no responsibility for unsolicited 
materials. Subscription: $26.95 per year. 

Chrissy Alspaugh
Jack Baker 

Barb Berggoetz 
Paul Bickley

Susan M. Brackney
Nanette Esseck Brewer

Aaron B. Cohen
Craig Coley

Peter Dorfman
Elizabeth Ellis

 Janet Mandelstam
Linda Margison

Brittany Marshall 

Mike Cagle

Sophie Bird Murphy 
Adria Nassim

Rosie Piga Pizzo
Max Pitchkites
Heather Ray

Scott Russell Sanders
Ethan Sandweiss

Lynn Schwartzberg
Kristen Senz

Rosalie Sherwood
Carmen Siering 

Greg Siering 
Douglas Wissing

Chrissy Alspaugh
Paul Baechtold 
Martin Boling
Bobby Goddin

Jenn Hamm
Jeremy Hogan

James Kellar
Jim Krause 

Kendall Reeves
Kathryn Coers Rossman

Sarah Slover
Mike Waddell

Founder
Editor & Publisher 
Malcolm Abrams

Design Director
Rosalie Sherwood

Canine Mascot
Yogurt

Writers

Illustrators

Photographers

Managing Editor
Rodney Margison

Editorial Intern
Lily Marks

Executive Publisher
Cassaundra Huskey

Associate Publisher
Sydney Zulich

Joe Lee

Bloom Magazine is published six times a year by Bloomington 
Magazine, Inc., P.O. Box 1204, Bloomington, IN 47402.  
Street address: 414 W. 6th St., Bloomington, IN 47404 

Tel: 812.323.8959.

About Bloom Magazine
Bloom is an independent, free magazine whose target 
audience is Bloomington’s adult population and visitors 
to the area. Published bimonthly, 12,000 copies are 
available at more than 200 local shops, businesses, 
hotels, and restaurants. For a complete list, visit 
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corrections
On page 30 of our October/November 
2024 issue, we incorrectly explained why 
photographer Alexandra McNichols-Torroledo 
left Columbia. She left due to the cocaine war 
and the ongoing violence there. In addition, her 
work on ESX/COCA was also exhibited at the 
FAR Center for Contemporary Art.

In photo captions on Page 36 of our December 
2024/January 2025 issue, we misidentified 
two artists in the in “The State of Democracy” 
exhibition curated by Nicole Jacquard at the 
John Waldron Arts Center (right).

Vote, please … by Andrew Kuebeck

Thou Shalt Not by Angela Caldwell 
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Responses to the December 2024/January 2025 Editor’s Message,
“Kamala Never Had a Chance”

 Yep, but you forgot abortion is healthcare, gun nuts, pro-family,  
anti-trans, anti-gay, and anti-immigrants.

The truth was nothing you posted.  You are out of touch and just don’t 
grasp the average person was sick of the crap over the last four years.

The only thing you accomplished is to give me a list of people to call 
on why they are not getting my business.
MIKE SEIWERT AKA MIKE STEWART

Good letter, Mike. It speaks to your intelligence and character.
(Note: True to his word, Mike phoned many of our advertisers and 
threatened to withhold his business.) —the editor

I’m a Democrat. In my 74 years, I’ve observed tremendous improvement 
in the understanding and acceptance of a wide range of social issues. 
Race relations have figured prominently in this renaissance. If the 
Democratic Party genuinely believed racism and misogyny would 
hamper their efforts to end Trump’s political career, why then run 
Kamala? We lost because we had a bad candidate who was afraid 
or ill-advised to answer policy questions. Race and gender had little 
to do with it. When asked on The View what would you (Kamala) do 
differently than President Biden? She replied, “Nothing comes to mind.”
SCOTT THOMPSON

I agree totally with your take on why Harris did not win. I liked her 
and felt she was highly qualified, but sadly, that holds little weight in a 
country full of racists and misogynists.
DEBBIE FISH

Editorial was pitch perfect, and I always support your advertisers.
MARY KILEY LADD

Yes! Harris and her campaign are not to blame. The editorial sums it 
up well. I fear I underestimated the depth and breadth of misogyny 
and racism in our country. Sadly (or tragically, as I perceive it) 
Trump’s win, including the popular vote, shattered those illusions.
PAULETTE BERMAN FAGEN

I read the editorial. It is spot on. 
PAMELA BRETSCH BESSLER

Excellent summary of how so many of us are feeling.
SUSAN WELSAND

Loved your editorial.
JAN BULLA-BAKER

I guess Mikey doesn’t like the truth or facts.
JULIA CONLIN

The editorial is right on the mark. Time to remove the rose-colored 
glasses.
JANET STAVROPOULOS

The Editorial Page is my favorite page in Bloom and the first thing  
I read.
DIANN MAY LOCK

Thanks for this editorial. The only way we can get better is if we are 
honest with each other. This absolutely nails it. 
DON GRIFFIN

I appreciated your Editor’s Message this edition.
JOHN WHIKEHART 

From up here in Canada it looks pretty much like you’re on the money! 
Always has. There’s so much that is wonderful about America, but, 
unfortunately, there’s also a very dark side.
TOBI GORDON

As one who hopes her life has stood for human/civil rights, l’m so 
saddened to have to admit that I agree with this editorial. But we must 
not be discouraged, bitter, or defeated—carry on!!
SHERRY WATKINS

I read your editorial with disappointment. I agree Kamala Harris’ 
campaign managers are not to blame for her loss. They ran a good 
campaign in the time they were given. 

I strongly disagree with putting the blame of her loss on her gender, 
race, and her Jewish husband, as I feel you have done. The implication 
in your message is that Gavin Newsom was a better choice as a white 
man simply because he was a white man.

How will Gavin Newsome and other straight, Christian, white men 
(your descriptors) elected to the presidency (instead of haters’ 
dream ticket candidates) make racist and sexist Americans accept 
the idea of a woman handling foreign policy disputes with China? 
What does another white male president do to connect them to 
black female candidates?

We’ve had a female Speaker of the House and a black female Vice 
President. We’ve had a gay Secretary of Transportation. We have our 
first out transgender congresswoman. They have faced/are facing 
tremendous pushback because of who they are but they are still here. 

Why is the goal winning the presidency instead of fighting racism, 
fighting misogyny, and standing up to fascism? 
CLAIRE WHITE

LET TERS



20    Bloom  |  February/March 2025  |  magbloom.com

THE 2024 AWARD WINNERS ARE: 

Don and Nicole Griffin
Support of Diversity 

Nicole and Donald Griffin Jr. grew up in Bloomington, then decided 
to return after college. Nicole is the director of the Indiana University 
Visitor Information Center, and Donald is the broker/owner of Griffin 
Realty. Nicole and Donald believe in Bloomington and have given back 
to this community by creating the City of Bloomington Black History 
Month Living Legend Award and by co-founding the Monroe County 
Black Democratic Caucus and the Heritage Project Summer Camp. By 
serving on boards and commissions both on the IU campus and in the 
community, the Griffins affirm their commitment to diversity, equity, 
inclusion, accessibility, and belonging. 

Aubrey and Melinda Seader, Co-Founders,  
Off-Night Productions 
Support of the Arts 

Aubrey Seader, daughter, and Melinda Seader, mother, are co-founders 
of Off Night Productions, a female-led theater company producing 
contemporary theater and music on off-nights of the traditional 
performance week. Off Night Productions aims to tackle issues and 
limitations seen in the theater industry locally and globally by extending 
the traditional performance week, prioritizing female and non-binary 
artistic leadership, and practicing sustainability from the planning 
stages through set tear down. Aubrey and Melinda offer a collective 
40 years of experience in theater, including performance, design, 
production, and administration. They and their board are excited to 
help grow and shape Bloomington’s thriving arts ecosystem through Off 
Night Productions.  

The 2024 Bloom Magazine 
Community Award Winners

The Bloom Community Awards recognize outstanding individuals and groups who support Bloom’s four 
missions. The 2024 winners are (front row, l-r) Nicole Griffin, for Support of Diversity; Melinda Seader and Aubrey 
Seader, Off-Night Productions, for Support of the Arts; (back row, l-r) Don Griffin, for Support of Diversity; the 
Rev. Forrest Gilmore, Beacon Inc., for Support of Charities; John Whikehart, for Support of Local Businesses; 
Dave Askins, B Square Bulletin, for Support of Local Journalism; and Jeremy Hogan, The Bloomingtonian, for 
Support of Local Journalism. Photo by Rodney Margison

John Whikehart
Support of Local Businesses

John Whikehart is formerly the chancellor of Ivy Tech Bloomington  
and Bloomington’s Deputy Mayor. He has been involved in advisory 
boards for the Monroe Convention Center—leading two of them—
since 2017. Since 2023, he has been president of the Monroe County 
Capital Improvements Board (CIB) where he created the Bloomington 
Entertainment and Arts District advisory committee to assist the 
CIB in both the integration of the arts into the design and later the 
marketing for the upcoming Convention Center expansion project, 
which will support all the nearby businesses and attractions with an 
estimated $9 million annual impact on direct revenue generated for 
the local arts and restaurant scene, and as much as an $18 million 
annual impact in support of new food and beverage, innkeepers, and 
property tax revenues. 

The Rev. Forrest Gilmore, Executive Director, Beacon Inc.
Support of Charities  

The Rev. Forrest Gilmore has led Beacon Inc. as its executive director 
for nearly 15 years. In his tenure, the organization has grown 10 times 
its original size to a $3.5 million annual budget with a staff of over 30. 
During that time, Beacon has expanded to include three Housing First 
Permanent Supportive Housing programs for disabled, chronically 
homeless individuals and families, a rapid re-housing program for 
working homeless families, and an overnight shelter. Beacon is now the 
largest nonprofit provider of housing for people struggling with poverty 
in Monroe County.  s

During the Bloom Holiday Party at One 
World at Woolery Mill on December 19, 
Bloom Editor and Publisher Malcolm 
Abrams presented the 2024 Bloom 
Community Awards. 

Bloom Magazine has four missions: to 
support local businesses, local charities, the 
arts, and diversity. The Bloom Community 
Awards were created to honor individuals 
and organizations who advance these 
missions in Bloomington. The crystal awards 
have four pillars, each representing one of 
the Bloom missions. 

This year, two new awards were presented 
for support of local journalism.
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MCCSC Academy 
Students Place in 
Statewide Competition
A team of three students from The Academy 
of Science and Entrepreneurship placed 
fifth out of 59 projects in the statewide 
computer science competition CSforGood 
held December 4 at the Indiana Statehouse in 

Indianapolis. The team developed an app prototype called Hoolio that allows teams to post job 
reviews to help other teens make informed employment decisions. Students presented their 
work to judges, legislators, policy leaders, influencers, and the tech community.

I think the most rewarding part of the whole thing for me was actually getting the 
opportunity to go to the Statehouse,” says Academy student Lucas Wiatrowski. “I’m incredibly 
proud of the work we accomplished and am infinitely grateful for the opportunity to be there in 
the first place.”  

Arts Alliance Gets Exec Director, 
Acquires By Hand Gallery
In the span of less than a month, Arts Alliance of Greater 
Bloomington (AAGB) announced a staff addition and a gallery 
acquisition. In December, Charles R. Pearce was named as the 
organization’s first executive director. Pearce, a seasoned creative 
director and arts advocate, will focus on strategic growth, community 
engagement, and expanding opportunities for artists to showcase 

their work. “[Pearce’s] passion and expertise will undoubtedly help us celebrate and elevate 
the incredible talent and creativity that make Bloomington a hub for the arts,” says AAGB 
President Henry Leck. 

In January, AAGB announced it was acquiring By Hand Gallery in Fountain Square Mall—
known for its curated selection of hand-crafted artwork by local and regional artists—on 
the retirement of its owners. “The addition of By Hand Gallery complements our existing 
initiatives and underscores our commitment to the cultural landscape of Bloomington,”  
Pearce says. 

Beverly Calender-Anderson 
Named 2025 Legacy  
Award Recipient
Longtime City of Bloomington Safe and Civil City Director and most 
recently Director of Community and Family Resources Beverly 
Calender-Anderson was selected by the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Birthday Celebration Commission to receive the City’s 2025 Legacy 
Award. “Calendar-Anderson demonstrated a profound commitment 
to advancing race relations, justice, and human rights,” Michelle 

Moss, City of Bloomington Volunteer Network Coordinator, says in a press release announcing 
the award. “She worked collaboratively with a diverse array of organizations, individuals, and 
institutions to champion equity and inclusivity.”

The award was presented to Calender-Anderson at the City’s annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday Celebration, held January 20 at the Buskirk-Chumley Theater. “Beverly’s 
legacy of promoting unity and understanding continues to inspire and uplift our community,” 
Moss says. *

The Bloom Magazine Community Awards. Photo by  
Lisa Spencer

Jeremy Hogan, Founder, 
‘The Bloomingtonian’
Support of Local Journalism  

Jeremy Hogan is a world-class news 
photographer and journalist. For 22 years he 
covered local news working at The Herald-
Times. In 2019, he founded his website, The 
Bloomingtonian. His editorial video work, 
distributed globally through Getty Images, 
and his photography, featured by agencies 
like Getty and The Associated Press, appear 
in national and international news outlets. 
The Bloomingtonian provides independent 
coverage of local events, breaking news, and 
features, crime and fire reporting, with a 
focus on visual journalism. Jeremy’s award-
winning photography is featured in every 
issue of Bloom in our two-page Big Picture.  

David Askins, Founder, 
‘B Square Bulletin’
Support of Local Journalism  

More than a half decade ago, Dave Askins 
launched the B Square Bulletin, a one-man, 
online-only news outlet focused on local 
government. He wrote a couple thousand 
articles in that time, starting with the idea 
that the workings of local government are 
important—covering boards, commissions, 
and councils that many did not even know 
existed. Askins added a mountain of useful 
facts to the local news commons during 
his tenure operating the publication, and 
contributed a regular column, “Dave Askins 
at City Hall,” to Bloom. *

Edited by Rodney Margisonup front

Charles Pearce. 
Courtesy photo

Beverly Calender-
Anderson. Courtesy photo

(l-r) Academy students Bryson Montgomery, Elwyn 
Vegerler, and Lucas Wiatrowski with instructor Joann 
Novak. Courtesy photo
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Photography by Rodney Margison
One World at Woolery Mill was the site of Bloom Magazine’s 18th annual Holiday 
Party. More than 250 of Bloomington’s civic and business leaders, educators, and 
members of the charitable and arts communities attended the gala. The fabulous 
array of food included beef bourguignon, grilled salmon, crab cakes, an Asian 
noodle bar, mashed potato bar, a vast charcuterie spread, and a mouth-watering 
selection of desserts. A merry time was had by all. *

Bloom’s 
18th Annual Holiday Party

4. (l-r) Jonathan and Gretchen Nall with Bloomington Rentals and Realty, actor Kate Braun, 
and Mirth’s Kelly Forgas and Quinn Wilson strike a pose for the camera. 
5. (l-r) Martha and David Moore, owners of the FAR Center for Contemporary Art and The 
Elm restaurant, chat with entertainment attorney Robert Meitus and his singer/songwriter 
wife, Carrie Newcomer. 

1. Malcolm Abrams, founder, editor, and publisher of 
Bloom, visits with Monroe County Community School 
Corporation Superintendent Markay Winston. 
2. The dessert selection prepared by One World 
Catering was over the top. 
3. Taking a break for a photo op are (l-r) husband and 
wife Jeromi Quade and Betsy Greene with Green & 
Schultz, J.T. Forbes with Indiana University Foundation, 
former IU President Michael McRobbie, Martha Shedd, 
and former IU first lady Laurie McRobbie. 
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6. (l-r) Bloomington’s Grande Dame Charlotte Zietlow, a Bloom 
party regular, and Jillian Kinzie, associate director of the IU Center 
for Postsecondary Research and the National Survey of Student 
Engagement Institute. 
7. Representing Morgenstern Books are (l-r) Ben Strawn and his wife, 
Jenn Cristy, and Jenna Bowman with her husband, Steve Bowman.

10. Talisha Coppock (right), executive director of Downtown Bloomington Inc., 
chats with Steve Versaw, executive director of the Buskirk-Chumley Theater, 
and his wife, Amy Waechter-Versaw. 
11. The grazing table, filled with a selection of fine charcuterie, was the 
centerpiece of the party.

8. (l-r) Screenwriter and 
filmmaker Angelo Pizzo 
and Bobbi Bowden talk 
shop with director and 
friend David Anspaugh. 
9. (l-r) Ken Keffer and 
Heather Ray, husband-
and-wife co-owners of 
Wild Birds Unlimited, 
take a moment for a 
quick portrait.
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White Out
Photo by Jeremy Hogan of The Bloomingtonian

The Big Picture

Sledders display their derring-do down a steep slope at Tri-North Middle 
School, 1000 W. 15th St., the evening after a major winter storm on 
January 6 in Bloomington. According to the National Weather Service 
office in Indianapolis, Bloomington received 9 1/2 inches of snow from 
the two-day storm, the first significant snowfall of the season. (See more 
pictures on Pages 26–27.)
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Photos by Jeremy Hogan of The Bloomingtonian

Snowmageddon 2025

Nine and a half inches of snow fell on Bloomington during the first major winter storm of the season on January 5 and 6, according to the National 
Weather Service office in Indianapolis. Snowmageddon 2025 closed schools and created hazardous road conditions across the city, county, and state. 
Monroe County Community School Corporation was closed completely on January 6, moved to asynchronous eLearning on January 7, and had a 
two-hour delay on January 8, and between midnight and 9 a.m. on January 6, Indiana State Police responded to 228 slide offs, 210 property damage 
crashes, and 34 personal injury crashes, according to Indiana Public Media.
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Despite being buried under a white blanket, Bloomington residents 
made the most of their snow days by bundling up to go sledding, to 
trek down the snowy streets, or to shovel their way out.
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Last chance to cast your ballot for your 
favorite restaurant in 24 categories, 

plus BEST RESTAURANT in Bloomington.
(Only one vote per person will count)

Look for the survey results in the 
April/May issue of Bloom Magazine.

SPECIAL
FOOD
ISSUE

VOTE
NOW

RESTAURANT
SURVEY

NEXT EDITION
To place an ad, contact 
Cassaundra Huskey, 
812-323-8959 ext. 2,
 ads@magbloom.com, 
or use the QR code. 

Special 15% discount 
for restaurateurs 
and food-related business. 
Deadline: Feb.21
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“In our town, we like to know the facts 
about everybody.” —Thornton Wilder, Our Town

OurTown

Markay Winston 
New MCCSC Superintendent
by Janet Mandelstam
Markay Winston says she’s an excellent 
listener.

And listening is what the new 
superintendent of Monroe County 
Community School Corporation (MCCSC) 
has been doing. Winston has held more 
than 200 meetings with parents, teachers, 
students, community members and 
organizations, business leaders, and others—
beginning even before she was appointed to 
the position by the MCCSC Board of Trustees 
in January. 

“I wanted to be approachable and 
accessible,” says Winston, who had been 
serving as interim superintendent since July 

2024. “I didn’t want to assume that 
I knew everything I needed to know 
to lead” MCCSC, which includes 
23 schools and more than 10,000 
students. So, she began a “listening 
journey.”

“Families, teachers, principals, 
community members—they all want 
an opportunity to be heard, to share 
their needs and ideas, to tell us what 
we are getting right, what we are not 
getting right.”

While Winston says it is 
important to get out into the 
community, she has held many of her 
meetings at school sites. These have 
included a chili supper at Fairview 
Elementary and several “Muffins 
with Markay” sessions, which she 
says offer families “an opportunity for 
casual chit-chat about their children.” 
They are also about building relationships 
with parents and with other educators.  

Health and safety come first
“Our families from every walk of life have 
told me that the health and safety—physical 
and emotional—of their children is of the 
utmost importance. Our job is to make sure 
students feel emotionally safe and to keep 
them physically safe.”

In response, she has put “strengthening 
our health and safety efforts” at the top of her 
list of strategic priorities as superintendent. 
Other priorities include “keeping students 
at the center of all our decision-making,” 
expanding early learning programs, ensuring 
that all sites have “state-of-the-art academic, 
performing arts, and athletic facilities,” 
strengthening the fiscal and operational 
health of the corporation, and establishing a 
five-year strategic plan. 

For Winston, listening is just one half of 
the “authentic” two-way communication she 
envisions. “I think what we do every day in 

our schools is amazing, but we don’t always 
do a good job of telling our stories,” she says. 
“I’m excited about telling more stories about 
our students—success stories. It’s my vision 
for the community to know even more about 
how well our students are doing.”  

Though new to her position, Winston 
is no stranger to MCCSC. She arrived 
in Bloomington in 2017 as director of 
curriculum and instruction and served 
as assistant superintendent and then 
deputy superintendent before assuming 
the interim title last summer. Her resume 
reflects a doctorate in school psychology and 
counseling from the University of Cincinnati 
and high-level positions in the Cincinnati, 
Dayton, and Chicago public school systems, 
including as chief diverse learner officer for 
the latter.

Advocate for those who  
learn differently
But her commitment to education began 
much earlier. Winston grew up on an Iowa 
farm in a family with six siblings. Education, s 

509 E. Hillside Drive, #101
SterlingBloomington.com

(812) 333-1966

Markay Winston, the new superintendent of MCCSC, is focused 
on listening to her community, inclusivity, health and safety, and 
students’ mental health. Photo by Rodney Margison
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www.susanyeleyhomes.com

Full Service Custom Home Design, 
Remodels and Furniture

Let us help you        your home.

she says, was very important to her parents, 
and all seven children were expected to 
attend college. “We always played school,” 
she recalls, “and I was always the teacher.” 
She tells the story of a cousin who was 
“a neurodivergent learner. He and I  did 
everything in the community together; we 
rode the school bus together; we got off 
the school bus together, but then we went 
different ways”—her cousin to a special 
education classroom, she to a general 
education classroom. That experience, she 
says, first awakened in her “the desire to 
be an educator and to be an advocate for 
children who learn differently.”  

So instead of becoming a teacher, she 
became a school psychologist who has 
focused on curriculum and instruction. 
“I’ve always recognized that the way 
we present our curriculum influences 
how people learn and creates barriers 
or opportunities for students,” she 
says. Throughout her career she has 
emphasized inclusive classrooms that 
“focus on the unique needs of every 
learner and that identify and eliminate 
opportunity gaps.”

COVID-19 and valuing education
Her new job is not without challenges.  
“The state of the mental health of our 
children is of utmost priority,” Winston 
says. “Since COVID, social media has 
had an impact on their sense of self and 
self-esteem. Our job is to respond, provide 
support, and counseling.

“And we need to make sure that 
students are valuing education,” she says. 
“During remote learning some families 
and students began to devalue education, 
and attendance was down. We will 
continually focus on attendance, which is 
now going up.”

But the overall goal remains constant: 
“To make sure that our students are 
happy, that they feel safe and secure, 
and that they have the quality learning 
experiences that are preparing them to 
have a significant role in our community. 
Our job is to make sure they have a choice, 
that they are able to decide what they want 
to do when they leave us, and that we have 
prepared them for that. 

“My vision is for MCCSC to become  
the number one school corporation in 
southern Indiana.”*
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Spyridon “Strats” Stratigos 
Legendary Bloomingtonian

From founding a restaurant to choreographing basketball scenes for the film Hoosiers, Spyridon “Strats” Stratigos 
has been a mainstay in the Bloomington food and film scenes for decades. Photo by Martin Boling

by Peter Dorfman
Food and film have been recurrent themes in 
the life of Spyridon Stratigos—“Strats” to his 
many friends. 

Arriving at Indiana University as a freshman 
in 1967, Strats lived in a fraternity house for a 
year, but quickly became disillusioned with the 
Greek life. However, he formed lifelong bonds 
with frat brothers destined to become some of 
Bloomington’s most notable, including future 
Hollywood filmmakers Angelo Pizzo and  
David Anspaugh.

Strats was a founder of the vegetarian 
restaurant called the Tao, a Bloomington 
institution in the 1970s. In 1973, he joined 

Pete Poolitsan, whose family owned the 
popular Gables Restaurant. The pair ran 
the Gables until it closed in 1978. Strats was 
also a partner with Michael Cassady in The 
Uptown Cafe for 15 years. 

Along the way, he found a voice onstage. 
“I was involved in the Bloomington 
Playwrights Project for years,” he notes. “I 
acted in two or three shows a year in the 
’80s and ’90s.”

And he’s been in several of Pizzo’s and 
Anspaugh’s films. Drawing on his years of 
experience playing high school basketball, 
he choreographed basketball scenes in 
Hoosiers. “I wrote Gene Hackman’s little 
coaching exhortations—‘Call ’em both ways, 
ref!’ ‘Cover the baseline!’” Strats says. “I 
advised him how to move like a coach.”

Hackman, the lead actor in Hoosiers and 
a famous perfectionist, is said to have been 
difficult. “We were shooting a scene where I 
was a ref and I kicked Gene out of one of the 
games, and I kept missing my mark. Dennis 
Hopper kept kidding me about it. He would 

come out and put a bigger mark on the floor. 
Gene just got irritated. But after it was all 
over, Gene told me I’d been a big help.”

Strats, now 75, plays a middle school 
football coach in Pizzo’s new film, Someone 
Saved My Life, shot in Bloomington in the 
fall of 2024. It’s a comeback for Strats, who 
lost his wife, Niki Gerschoffer, to ALS in 
2022. He’d been her primary caregiver, an 
experience he remembers as the hardest 
but most rewarding of his life. These 
days he nurtures the organic farm he 
and Gerschoffer shared in Owen County, 
and he’s been restoring a duplex house in 
Prospect Hill. 

“I’d like to do more theater,” he says, “I’m 
starting to rebuild a life.”

He’ll be onscreen again, in an upcoming 
documentary by filmmaker Andrew Cohen 
that focuses on the long, sometimes fraught 
working relationship between Pizzo and 
Anspaugh. “It turns out I’m the storyteller 
in it,” Strats says. “Cohen recorded 25 or 30 
hours of material at my house.” *
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Lisa Robbin Young
Radio Program Creator
by Linda Margison
Long before she started ushering WFIU-FM listeners 
into their days, local Morning Edition host and 
producer Lisa Robbin Young wanted to create a radio 
show. Now she has succeeded by airing the station’s 
first multimedia, cross-platform program, The 
Influencers, which debuted in January. 

The Influencers combines short-form video 
for YouTube, audio podcasts, and an hour-long 
radio show to bridge the gap between the station’s 
current audience, who listens to classical and jazz, 
and a younger audience that listens to pop and 

contemporary music. Young combines internet 
searching, interviewing, researching, and input from 
educators, historians, journalists, and fans to dig back hundreds 
of years to find the earliest influences that have paved the way for 
popular music artists of the last 50 years. 

“I wanted to create something that shows us how—in this big 
old world—we’re all connected in interesting and surprising ways, 
especially when it comes to music,” Young says, explaining that 
the multimedia approach will reach listeners on platforms they 
already use instead of trying to pull everyone into broadcast radio. 
“This show allows us to connect the dots across the ages.”

The idea came about because Young, 50, wanted to work 
on a project that combined all her talents and tapped into her 
experience—30 years as a business consultant, primarily coaching 
micro-business owners and entrepreneurs—and educational 
background, including a degree in music history and music 
theory with a minor in vocal performance from the University of 
Michigan-Flint. She also pulls from her experience of writing two 
books—The Secret Watch (CreateSpace, 2012), a business parable, 
and Creative Freedom: How to Own Your Dreams Without Selling 
Your Soul (CreateSpace, 2017)—and producing the Creative 
Freedom video show and podcast. 

“This was the perfect opportunity to create something that 
could really leave a lasting legacy for the station,” Young says, 
hinting at cruising into her retirement age. “I can build it, but I 
don’t have to stay attached to it forever. I can get it off the ground 
and set it up so anybody can step in and carry on the tradition of 
telling these stories and making these connections.”

Learn more at wfiu.org/theinfluencers and at  
lisarobbinyoung.com. *

Lisa Robbin Young created WFIU-FM’s first multimedia,  
cross-platform program, The Influencers, to bridge the  

gap between young and old listeners. Photo by Jim Krause
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arts/entertainment

‘Beyond the Tipping Point’‘Beyond the Tipping Point’
The Art of Edward BernsteinThe Art of Edward Bernstein

Local artist Edward Bernstein’s 
upcoming exhibition, “Beyond the 
Tipping Point,” at the John Waldron Arts 
Center, February 7–March 2, will be his 
first solo show in Bloomington since his 
retrospective at Indiana University’s 
Grunwald Gallery in 2013.

The exhibition features 30 works 
created after 2021, including prints, 
drawings, mixed media work, and 
one sculpture. Many of the pieces 
are one-of-a-kind inkjet prints with 
extensive hand-drawing. Some expand 
on Bernstein’s favorite imagery, such as 
glass chandeliers, while others explore 
new themes. Historical references—
particularly to the Italian masters, such 
as Tintoretto, Tiepolo, and Dante—have 
long appeared in his work, influenced by 
his years of study and teaching in Italy, 
France, and England.

One constant in Bernstein’s work and 
life is his devotion to political causes. s 

(this page and opposite page) Examples of Edward Bernstein’s work.  
(top) Dante’s Eyes; (above) Stone Girl; (right) Tiepolo’s Angel. Courtesy 
images
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(right) Artist Edward Bernstein’s work 
often includes sociopolitical commentary 

hidden in subtle symbolic imagery. 
Photo by James Kellar

His images often address serious issues 
like war, climate change, xenophobia, 
and the housing crisis. His work can 
sometimes be dark, he jokes: “I don’t do 
couch art.”

Viewers may not, however, 
immediately detect his sociopolitical 
commentary as his imagery often 
includes subtle symbolism imbedded in 
rich, textural surfaces. Bernstein believes, 
“Some political art is like getting hit with 
a mallet. I want stuff that people say is 
really beautiful and interesting … and oh, 
yeah, there’s some content behind it.”

Prior to retiring in 2013 as a professor 
in the IU Eskenazi School of Art, 
Architecture & Design, where he served 
as co-head of the printmaking program 
for 22 years, Bernstein purchased and 
renovated a 1,200-square foot former 
home/church/workshop on South Rogers 
Street, adding an acid room, reinforcing 
the floor for his one-ton etching press and 
opened Chiaroscuro Press & Studio.

Learn more at ecbernstein.com. 
—Nanette Esseck Brewer

(above) Armageddon; (right) The New World Order.

CUMMINGS
DENTAL

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Highly professional, experienced dentist 
relocated from Indianapolis to Bloomington

 Ful ly Staffed  •   Beautiful  Office 
Newest Equipment   •   Conveniently Located

          Ver y Reasonable

812-650-7699
201 N Morton St.
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Book tickets today!
SeeConstellation.org | 812.336.9300

Connecting Audiences Through World-Class Theater and Film

Mar 27 - Apr 13

Apr 25 - May 11

Jan 30 - Feb 16

Jun 4 - 29
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December Bestsellers at Morgenstern Books

How 
Real Estate 
Gets Real. 
Hard Work. 
Reliability.

I have made my life in business 
for over 40 years by providing 
great customer service, being 
honest, professional, and always 
showing integrity. I work for you 
and want to make sure you have 
the best possible experience 
with the best possible outcome 
on one of the most important 
investments you make in your life.

FC TUCKER CO. ASSOCIATE OF THE YEAR 

STEVE SMITH
FC TUCKER / BLOOMINGTON
REALTOR®/BROKER
812-360-7463 cell
steve.smith@tuckerbloomington.com
487 S Clarizz Blvd.
Bloomington, IN 47401

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Fiction Bestsellers

	 1. 	Lost Man’s Lane by Scott Carson 	
(aka Bloomington’s Michael Koryta)

	 2. 	James by Percival Everett 

	 3. 	The Women by Kristen Hannah

	 4. 	Shady Hollow by Juneau Black 

	 5. 	Funny Story by Emily Henry 

	 6. 	Bride by Ali Hazelwood 

	 7. 	Intermezzo A Novel by Sally Rooney 

	 8. 	Throne of Glass by Sarah J. Maas

	 9. 	Dune (Dune Chronicles, Book 1) 	
by Frank Herbert 

	10. 	Iron Flame by Rebecca Yarros 

Non-Fiction Bestsellers

	 1.	 College Girl, Missing by Shawn Cohen 

	 2.	 Murdle: Volume 1  by G.T. Karber 

	 3.	 The Book of Delights by Ross Gay 
(Bloomingtonian)

	 4.	 The Creative Act by Rick Rubin 

	 5.	 The Demon of Unrest by Erik Larson 

	 6.	 Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders 
and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann 

	 7.	 Everything I Know About Love: A Memoir by 
Dolly Alderton 

	 8.	 The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer 

	 9.	 The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and 
Body in the Healing of Trauma by Bessel van der 
Kolk, M.D. 

	10.	 Atomic Habits: An Easy & Proven Way to Build 
Good Habits & Break Bad Ones by James Clear 
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Embracing the adage “everything old 
is new again,” portrait photographer 
Megan Snook turned her attention 
to historical photographic processes. 
She had explored 35mm black-and-
white documentary photography as a 
journalism and anthropology student 
before taking a tintype (or ferrotype) 
workshop during the pandemic. 

Snook says she loved the intrinsically 
slow nature of the process during which 
sitters hold a pose for 3–5 seconds, the 
high resolution, glistening brownish-gray 
tone, and “ghosties”—or hazy artifacts—
that sometime appear in the images. 

She also relished the technique’s 
connection to the past. Tintypes, invented 
in 1853, became a popular means of 
inexpensively capturing a likeness around 
the American Civil War. Because of 
its democratic origins, Snook calls her 
business The People’s Portraiture. 

Unlike touristy “old time” photo 
shops that use sepia-colored digital 

photography, Snook utilizes a wet plate 
collodion process that requires painting 
black enamel and light-sensitive 
emulsion onto a thin sheet of metal, and 
then exposing, developing, and fixing it 
in under 10 minutes. She says she prefers 
to work in natural light to capture an 
authentic appearance. 

While some of Snook’s sitters dress 
in period costumes, others wear modern 
clothes; she advises simple colors 
and natural fabrics to embrace the 
traditional experience. Snook likewise 
lets her clients see the “magic” of the 
image coming to life. 

Splitting her time between rural 
Monroe County and a ranch in Colorado, 
Snook operates out of her home; in 
pop-up studios in stores, bars, and 
restaurants; and through private two-
hour sessions by appointment. Her 
images come in two sizes: half plate 
(4-by-5-inches) or whole plate (6 1/2-by-
8-inches). s

Photographer Megan Snook
Making New Tintype Portraits 

(this page and opposite page) Examples of photographer 
Megan Snook’s work; (top, left) Alexander, Persimmon Ridge, 
Indiana, 2022; (top) Skylar and Logan, Indiana, 2023; (above) 
Vera Lee, Golden, Colorado, 2024. Photos by Megan Snook
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Kassi, Persimmon Ridge, Indiana, 2024.

Self Portrait, Elliot County, Kentucky, 2024.

Snook cites 19th century English 
photographer Julia Margaret Cameron and 
contemporary tintypist Lisa Elmaleh as 
influences. As a single mother, Snook says 
she delights in discovering that some early 
tintype practitioners were unmarried or 
widowed women. 

Visit thepeoplesportraiture.com to learn 
more. —Nanette Esseck Brewer

journeyindiana.org

Premieres Thursday, March 6 at 8pm
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by Barb Berggoetz
Aaron Wells expects a great deal from his Edgewood 
High School Marching Mustangs. 

“I don’t shy away from telling parents and kids 
what they sign up for is hard and very demanding, both 
physically and mentally,” said Wells, Edgewood bands 
director. “I teach my 8th graders just as hard as my 
seniors. I expect them to know their music, to be at all 
practices on time, to be good people, and to work hard.”

For the third consecutive year, those expectations 
have paid off.  

The Marching Mustangs won the Indiana State 
School Music Association’s Class C state championship 
for the third year in a row at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis on November 9. The school, which has 
made the finals for 17 consecutive years, also placed 
first in 2018. Class C includes schools with 550 to 950 
students. Edgewood, located in Ellettsville, Indiana, has 
about 750 students. 

Edgewood H.S. Marching Mustangs
Are Champs for 3rd Year in a Row

“To win one is pretty impressive. To win three in a row is 
a rarity,” says Wells, a former marching band member who 
wanted to direct bands since he was 13.

The band program’s success is a team effort, he stresses. 
He credits the talented 107 band members, hard-working 
Edgewood Band Boosters, and his team of 20 staffers, some 
working during summer and fall, and others full-time, including 
junior high band director Curt Koehler.  

“We really enjoy giving them an environment where they 
succeed in something,” says Wells, who also teaches music.  

For this year’s competition, the band performed a 7 
1/2-minute show with music rearranged from the Beatles’ 
“Eleanor Rigby,” pop singer-songwriter Billie Eilish, and 
Russian composer Modest Mussorgsky. Six judges scored 
performances based on visual and music effects, students’ 
individual playing and marching, and overall music 
performance and marching as a team. 

Candy Owens, Edgewood Band Boosters president, attributes 
the program’s accomplishments to Wells, Koehler, and the staff. 
“They put together a beautiful show for the kids to execute. 
They continue to mentor them and push them out of their 
comfort zone,” says Owens, whose three children have been 
band members.

But she stresses winning is just part of the success. “He 
instills in them pride, ownership of their responsibilities and 
the team as a whole, hard work, dedication, and teamwork. 
What he does for them is life-changing.” *

With a performance rearranged from the Beatles, Billie Eilish, and Russian composer 
Modest Mussorgsky, Edgewood High School’s Marching Mustangs won the ISSMA 

Class C state championship for the third year in a row.  
Photo by Seth Baugh/Creekbend Media
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The Mane Event: 
Silver Reins Gala25

MAY 2ND | 5:30 PM | IU ALUMNI HALL

VISIT PALSTHERAPY.ORG/THE-MANE-EVENT/

th

A N N I V E R S A R Y

V I S I T  U S  
P A L S T H E R A P Y . O R G
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8 1 2 . 3 3 6 . 2 7 9 8

P A L S  P R E S E N T S
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used for lectures, performances, and receptions, these exhibitions have focused 
primarily on photography, literature, and history.

The Cook Center schedules approximately five exhibitions in each gallery 
annually, selected from online applications by Almanza, Exhibit Coordinator 
Bethany Habegger, and the Council’s executive director, and curated by IU  
faculty, students, artists, and 
community members.

Almanza says her exhibition 
programming attempts “to make 
sure that we have as many voices 

at the table as we feel is appropriate 
to amplify whatever goal of that 
specific gallery.”

Meanwhile, Habegger explains 
that the center encourages a 
connection with the community 
by participating in Gallery Walk 
Bloomington, held from 5–8 p.m. on 
the first Friday of every month, and 
the annual Granfalloon festival. 

Regular exhibition hours are 
noon–4 p.m. Monday through Friday 
and by appointment. Learn more 
at artsandhumanities.indiana.
edu/cook-center.—Nanette Esseck 
Brewer

When Maxwell Hall—an 1890 Romanesque Revival 
building on the Indiana University campus—was 
renovated in 2021 to house the Gayle Karch Cook 
Center for Public Arts & Humanities, two gallery 
spaces were included: the Process Gallery and the 
Grand Hall. 

The larger Process Gallery occupies the northwest 
corner on the first floor. Natalia Almanza, program 
and operations coordinator, notes that the name 
reflects its exploratory nature: “We wanted it to be a 
place that would show a gallery in process, essentially 
whether that be research focused or a group of people 
coming to together to produce an exhibition. We 
wanted it to be flexible in that folks could launch ideas 
and pilot ideas in that space.”  

As part of the IU Arts & Humanities Council, the 
Cook Center encourages interdisciplinary exhibitions 
that highlight the research and creative activities 

of various academic fields. One such project—
“Unmasked,” an exhibition on lynching in the U.S.  
and Indiana—originated with two IU American 
Studies professors. 

Other partners have included The Kinsey Institute 
for Research in Sex, Gender, and Reproduction; IU’s 
Center for Religion & the Human; the Neal-Marshall 
Black Culture Center at IU; Traditional Arts Indiana; 
and the Indiana Arts Commission. The Process 
Gallery also serves as a venue for the Cook Center’s 
two annual Engaged Artists in Residence, including 
Samuel Levi Jones’ upcoming show “Deaccession.” 

The Grand Hall and adjoining hallway provide wall 
space and some display cases. Since the space is also 

Process Gallery and the Grand Hall  
2 Display Spaces at IU’s Cook Center

E I G H T H    I N  T H E  B L O O M I N GT O N  A RT  G A L L E RY  S E R I E S

(above) The Process Gallery was named to reflect its exploratory nature, as the Center encourages 
interdisciplinary exhibitions that highlight the research and creative activities of various academic  
fields; (below) the Gayle Karch Cook Center has been housed in IU’s Maxwell Hall since 2021.  
Photos by Rodney Margison

(l-r) Natalia Almanza, program operations coordinator, and Bethany 
Habegger, exhibit coordinator. Photo by James Kellar
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Editor’s note: On Monday, December 
23, Janis Stockhouse, director of the 
Bloomington Jazz Orchestra, died.  
We elected to continue with publication 
of the story as a tribute to her life’s 
work and the impact she had on the 
Bloomington music community.

by Paul Bickley
The Bloomington Jazz Orchestra 
(BJO) is celebrating its 10th year in 
2025. As part of its anniversary year, 
it’s planning a joint concert with the 
Bloomington Symphony Orchestra—
perhaps during the Canopy of Lights 
or a summer park performance, says 
director Janis Stockhouse. 

Originally named the Swing Time Big Band, BJO was formed as 
an offshoot of the Bloomington Community Band. Stockhouse took 

over the band’s direction in 2019, two days before retiring after 38 
years of directing Bloomington High School North’s bands. “I was 
cleaning and arranging the music rooms when I got the call,” she 
says. “I thought, ‘Why not? I have the time and the experience, and 
I still have the passion.’”

Stockhouse first had to recruit musicians, then she expanded the 
band’s repertoire and changed its name. Five of her former North 
students, who went on to the Indiana University Jacobs School of 
Music, are BJO members. “The band is good,” she says, “because 
we’ve attracted good players—great players attract great players.” 

An 18-piece band, including a vocalist, BJO performs be-bop, 
cool, fusion, current, and, of course, big-band swing jazz. Songs 
include “Woodchopper’s Ball,” “I Left My Heart in San Francisco,” 
“Bye Bye Blackbird,” “Malaga,” “Begin the Beguine,” “Sing, Sing, 
Sing (With a Swing),” and “In the Mood.” This year, Stockhouse 
plans to add a number by seven-time Grammy-winning pianist, 
composer, and jazz-band leader Maria Schneider—whom 
Stockhouse interviewed for her co-authored book JAZZWOMEN: 
21 Conversations with Musicians (Indiana University Press, 2004).

BJO has performed at the Waldron, Hill and Buskirk Park, 
Switchyard Park, 4th Street Festival of the Arts and Crafts, the 
Mitchell Opera House, and Mitchell’s Persimmon Festival. “It’s 
pretty much a summer group,” Stockhouse says. The band plans to 
return to those venues in 2025. “And I’d really like to add a holiday 
concert this year.”

“Community feedback has been very enthusiastic,” Stockhouse 
says. “How can you not like this music? It’s infectious. We play a 
variety of music that’s listenable and danceable. I feature soloists 
a lot and try to throw a spotlight on as many of the musicians as 
possible. It’s easy to do because they’re all so good.”  *

Bloomington Jazz Orchestra
Swinging for Ten Years Now

To celebrate their 10th anniversary this year, the Bloomington Jazz Orchestra will play a joint concert with the Bloomington 
Symphony Orchestra. Courtesy photo
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Tickets available now! 
operaballet.indiana.edu

Opera?  Movie?  Ballet?
Find it this spring in the Jacobs Mainstage Season.

The Turn of the 
Screw

Spring BalletAlcina

MAR 7, 8 | 7:30pm MAR 29 | 2pm, 7:30pm

MAR 28 | 7:30pm

FEB 7, 8 | 7:30pm

George Frideric Handel

Benjamin Britten

Jacobs Live at 
the Movies: 
How to Train Your 
Dragon
FEB 21, 22 | 7:30pm
© 2025 DWA LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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food/drink

Most Saturday mornings, from November through 
March, a thriving farmers’ market is held at the 
Switchyard Park Pavilion on South Rogers Street. 
Organized and operated by Bloomington Winter 
Farmers’ Market Inc. (BWFM), the market offers 
vendors and customers a place to gather and celebrate 
local foods.  

When founded in 2005, the market lasted a mere four 
weeks. It has since moved locations as well as changed 
its organizational structure several times before settling 
in at Switchyard Park and creating BWFM Inc., a not-
for-profit organization run by a board of directors. As the 
oldest winter farmers’ market in Indiana, BWFM strives 
to build connections between growers and producers 
and consumers, says Sarah Milward, board president. 

The market currently has 50 members, though not all 
vendors are present at the market every week, Milward 
explains. There has been a large increase in vendor 

numbers from both growers and prepared 
food producers over the years, expanding 
the variety of foods available. From several 
bread companies to a variety of apple and 
pear vendors, the market offers shoppers a 
wide selection of fresh goods.

Recent additions to the vendor ranks 
are Lost in the Woods Meadery and The 
Pierogi Place. They join many other non-
produce vendors. Some longtime vendors 
include Heartland Family Farm and Olde 
Lane Orchard, offering a selection of beans, 
root vegetables, and varietal apples.

The BWFM also accepts SNAP/EBT 
cards to purchase market tokens at the 
information table, and the market will 
double up to $27 of the benefits each week, 
providing families with up to $54 to buy 
local, healthy food. 

The Bloomington Winter Farmers’ 
Market is held every Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Free 
parking is available on site. Visit 
bloomingtonwinterfarmersmarket.com  
for more. —Lynn Schwartzberg

Celebrate Local Foods
Saturday Mornings at Winter Farmers’ Market

The Bloomington Winter Farmers’ Market, hosted 
weekly at the Switchyard Park Pavilion, is the  
oldest winter farmers’ market in Indiana. Photo by 
Rodney Margison

children’s inheritance? 

Reason #5 to set up an Estate Plan. 
Meet Elaine, your husband’s next wife. 

Call us for a no obligation caring consultation. 
812.323.8300 | LikeLawGroup.com 

• In the month since your death, has brought “home-cooked” 
meals to your husband six times.

• Each time she visits, she stays longer into the evening.

• Can’t wait to redecorate your home,
especially that hideous wallpaper you chose.

• Can’t wait to spend your children’s inheritance
on more important things like jewelry, cars,
cruises, and costly vacations.
Do you want her to get your
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Comfort food, 
Creole attitude. 

www.the-uptown.com 
102 east kirkwood ave
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BY JACK BAKER

bloblooomingtonmington
& Bloomington

Vine

A museum is a place of wonder and imagination. But wouldn’t 
our experience there be improved by a glass of wine? What 
would we drink as we view our favorite works of art?

Let’s start big with one of my favorites, Michelangelo’s 
David in the Galleria dell’Accademia in Florence, Italy. My 
jaw drops each time I’m privileged to see him. At 17 feet 
tall, he is commanding and majestic. He’s been battered 
by hammers and struck by lightning, his ankles are weak 
with age—he is magnificent. What wine would I pair with a 
viewing—assuming of course that all of those pesky tourists 
were disappeared? I think a big, burly Piedmontese Barolo 
would have enough muscle. 
What would be the perfect wine to drink while viewing the  
artwork of Pompeii, Italy? According to Baker, a rough and  
tumble wine—an Aglianico del Vulture. Photo by Rodney Margison

GOURMET 
INTERNATIONAL 

MARKET

worldfoods-market.com
106 E. 2nd Street

Bloomington, IN 47401
812-333-0502

106 E. 2nd Street
Bloomington, IN 47401

812-333-0502

106 E. 2nd Street
Bloomington, IN 47401

812-333-0502

E. Euro & Baltic Foods

Middle Eastern Foods

Asian Foods

Baklava

Spices

Vitamins

Locally owned grocery 
store providing unique, 
high-quality foods from 

around the world.

Art and Wine Go Together 
Like a Horse and Chariot

A short distance away, Leonardo da 
Vinci’s Annunciation hangs in the Uffizi 
Gallery. In the foreground, the kneeling 
angel tells Mary of her new condition. 
Their features show the blurred edges 
and soft smoky transitions of the sfumato 
technique da Vinci developed. Behind, the 
colorful scene dims and becomes diffuse 
with distance, another first in painting. 
So, what would I pair with this gem of a 
painting? First, a chair (this will take some 
time), and a wine to fit the theme of the 
painting—a holy wine, a Tuscan vin santo.

Claude Monet’s eight panels of water 
lilies in the oval rooms of the Musée de 
l’Orangerie in Paris, France, are a wonder 
to behold. They immediately pull you in to 
the tranquility and peace of Monet’s sense 
of nature. I would be perfectly content to 
spend a lazy afternoon exploring them 
with a Pouilly-Fuisse in hand. Its smooth, 
polished flavors would complement the 
quietness of the woodland ponds.

There are places outside the museums 
where it is actually possible to have wine 
with art. Gian Lorenzo Bernini’s Fontana 
dei Quattro Fiumi (Fountain of the Four 
Rivers) flows mightily with cold mountain 
water in the Piazza Navona in Rome, Italy. 
Adding to the pleasure of watching the 
fountain and its progression of tourists is 
sitting in an adjacent cafe and sipping a 
Prosecco, limoncello, or even a grappa.

Pompeii and Herculaneum offer closeup 
and personal views into the lives of those 
who lived and died there. Every day it 
seems, a new work of art is uncovered, 
exposing the vibrant color, design, and 
original graffiti that was part of everyday 
life. Only about 20% has been uncovered; 
imagine what waits! The walking is rough, 
the sites are hot and stuffy. It’s a hard day of 
viewing that demands a rough and tumble 
wine with big tannins and firm structure—
an Aglianico del Vulture from the volcanic 
soil of Campania.

Is your imagination piqued? I hope so, 
and I will drink to that. *
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‘Earth Eats’ Program on WFIU-FM
Presents 9-Part Series on Foraging
Earth Eats, the weekly food program on WFIU-FM, 
has created a nine-part series called Earth Eats: 
Eats Wild. Hosted and produced by Kayte Young, 
the show about foraging will be aired in three groups 
of three episodes each, corresponding with the 
seasons. The three spring episodes will air March 
29, April 5, and April 12.  

Young explains that foraging is a way to “connect 
to our surroundings and to learn to pay attention 
to what’s around you through the season.” She says 
the joy of finding out what’s edible was motivating 
during the creation of the program, citing spruce 
tips as something she was surprised to learn could 
be foraged and prepared in so many different ways. 

One of Young’s main sources on the show is 
Monique Philpot, a local foraging expert who 
instructs at Indiana University’s Collins Living 
Learning Center. The two will discuss foraging  
in out-of-the-way places, as well as those in  
plain sight. 

The program will offer foraging advice, 
lore, and recipes about wild mushrooms, 
edible herbs, and all types of greens and 
flowers. Many wild foods, such as ramps, 
have been over-foraged, meaning wild 
crops will likely need time before they can 
re-grow with abundance. “When we get 
well acquainted with spaces through the 
seasons, maybe we’ll want to protect them,” 
Young says.  

Along with other experts, several 
notable foragers who have played a part 
in bringing foraging to the forefront of 
current food trends will be interviewed, 
including The Forager Chef, Black Forager, 
and Nick Dietrich.

Earth Eats will also be creating Field 
Guide cards, available free on request. 
These cards will include foraging notes 
as well as recipes and helpful information 
about the foraged plant.  

Discussing foraging and its value 
to us as a way of learning about our 
surroundings is important to Young and a 
big focus of the program, she says, adding 
that silliness, joy, and fun have a place as 
well. She says finding out about something 
you can eat is “pure joy! Good to know-we 
can eat this.”  —Lynn Schwartzberg

Kayte Young, host and producer of Earth Eats: Eats Wild on WFIU-FM, offers foraging advice, lore, and 
recipes from foraged foods on the show. Photo by Jim Krause

Indiana’s Largest Independent Bookstore!
Find it here.  Buy it here.  Keep us here.

849 S. Auto Mall Rd · 812-676-7323

Mon-Sat · 8:30am - 9:00pm
Sun · 11:00am - 7:00pm
morgensternbooks.com
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Since 2016, this column has provided me the 
privilege of combining my love of writing 
with my enjoyment of beer. It’s been a fun gig 
filled with a lot of interesting “research” at 
local breweries, but this 45th column is my 
last call. I just don’t get out to brewpubs as 
much as I used to, so I will leave this work to 
someone who can keep better track of what’s 
on tap in Bloomington.

I’ve enjoyed watching the Bloomington 
brewing community evolve over the past 
several years. I was excited to see Switchyard 

Brewing bring new energy and community 
spirit to town back in 2018, and I was sad 
to see it close five years later. I have the 
same bittersweet memories of Function 
Brewing, with its line of malty ales with 
quirky mathematical names. And I have been 
happy to recently see Heartwork Brewing 
bring several classic European styles to 
our local taps. I’ve watched two of our 
Bloomington standards continue to grow, 
with Bloomington Brewing Company both 
celebrating its 25th anniversary and getting a 

BY GREG SIERING

Into Bloomington
APPED

new owner, and Upland 
Brewing Company 
building out its sour 
beer line and expanding 
its brewpubs to several 
locations around  
the state. 

This mix of new growth and sad losses 
reminds us that our local beer scene needs 
our support to thrive. Running a small 
brewery is an expensive endeavor, but we 
can make a difference by supporting these 
local businesses while getting a delicious 
payback for ourselves. So, as I wrap up my 
time with you, I ask you to do a few things 
for your local brewers:

Stop by a local brewery for a pint. Sneak 
out of work early some afternoon for a 
round with colleagues or catch up with a 
friend for lunch and a beer. When a new 
beer arrives on tap, go sample it together 
and talk about your tasting experience. 
Or bring a visiting friend or relative to 
sample our local flavors. If you go to a local 
restaurant other than a brewpub, choose 
a Bloomington beer to keep your dollars—
and our taps—local.

If you want beer at home, pick up a 
growler of a seasonal or experimental 
beer. Some of our bigger breweries are 
expanding their bottle and can offerings, 
but don’t forget about fresh-from-the-tap 
options that will expose you to new styles. 
Next time you have a cookout or dinner 
party, a few growlers from local breweries 
will make you a popular host.

Finally, try something new. Every time 
you visit a brewery. Embrace sampler flights 
and smaller glasses. Even those styles that 
you may not normally enjoy will bring new 
flavors to appreciate, and that can expand 
your palate and knowledge of beer.

I’ll miss writing about beer for Bloom 
Magazine, and I will miss sharing with 
you the delight I find in trying a new ale or 
lager. So, let me raise my literary glass one 
more time to our local brewers—and to you, 
the beer lovers of Bloomington. Cheers! *

A PROMISE TO SERVE

So Long, Farewell, Adieu
Adios, Auf Wiedersehen

Bloom’s beer columnist says 
cheers one last time in his 45th 
and final column. Photo by 
Rodney Margison
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Chicken Velvet
quart $8

Winter Soup Sale
December 21 - March 20

2608 E. 10th Street  |  (812) 287-7405

Serving breakfast, lunch,
dinner, & weekend brunch

Monday - Friday: 8am - 9pm
Saturday: 10am - 9pm  |  Sunday: 10am - 3pm

Get our app
for the

best deals!

Order online at hivebloomington.com

Black Bean
(gluten-free, vegan)

quart $8

Lennie’s Voodoo Chili
(gluten-free)
quart $10

GET OUR APP
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fashion/shoppingfashion/

Artists, crafters, and eco-conscious creators 
are finding a go-to resource in Bloomington’s 
new second-hand art supply shop.

The nonprofit Art Remains opened on 
West 6th Street in May and by October 
had moved into an expanded space at 115 
N. College on the downtown Square. The 
store’s goals are threefold: build a creative 
community, keep art supplies affordable, and 
reduce waste, says founder Sue McCracken.

Art Remains is the realization of 
McCracken’s goal to make art more 
accessible while keeping quality materials 
out of landfills. The retired teacher, down-
sizer, and artist is an avid fan of upcycled 
materials and for years sourced her supplies 
from thrift stores and art reuse shops 
throughout the Midwest.

Fellow artist Jean Haley 
had nonprofit startup 
experience and immediately 
joined the project. “People 
are coming from far and wide 
to find us because there aren’t  
many of these stores in 
Indiana,” says McCracken, 
now board president. The 
new location gives the all-
volunteer staff four times 
more space to better  
display supplies.

Donations to the store 
commonly include fabric, 
yarn, and painting supplies, 
while donors also share 
materials for making other crafts like 

Art Remains: Nonprofit
Second-Hand Art Store

candles and stained glass. Every material 
donated is weighed and tracked to 
eventually measure the pounds diverted 
from landfills.

But the real fun, McCracken says, is 
watching artists find unexpected items 
and “just stand and stare—waiting for 
inspiration” to repurpose costume jewelry, 
hose spigot parts, world globes, and more. 
“Donors have lovely collections of supplies 
they treasure but are ready to part with. 
And artists love finding materials they 
might not see elsewhere,” she says.

Local artists have begun leading make-
and-take drop-in workshops that allow 
participants to create a project from the 
store’s upcycled materials. Expanded class 
offerings and collaborations with local 
organizations are coming, McCracken says.

The store is open 3–6 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday, with plans to eventually 
expand hours and hire paid staff.

“We are loving seeing so many young 
people coming in who are really committed 
to not contributing to the landfills,” she 
says. “Walking through the store, whether 
you’re hearing customers’ stories or seeing 
the magical looks on their faces when they 
find something unique, there is just so 
much in this store to be inspired by.”

Learn more at artremains.org.  
—Chrissy Alspaugh

@KristiGibbsRealty

@KG Realty - Century 21 Scheetz

We take the time to do the research - 
you need a REALTOR® on your side!

Two-thirds of Kristi’s business is  
from repeat clients & referrals, hear 
from them at kristigibbsrealty.com

“KRI STI  DID HER HOMEWORK
SHE GETS AN A+”

Founder Sue McCracken opened Art Remains to build a creative community, 
keep art supplies affordable, and reduce waste. Photo by Kathryn Coers Rossman
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by Rosie Piga Pizzo
From making more than 1,000 quilts in her 20s to 
doing costume work on Broadway in her 30s, sewing 
has always been a part of Margaret Fette’s life. In 
Bloomington, her talent as a seamstress was embraced 
by the local community when she opened The Tailored 
Fit in 2006. 

The Tailored Fit evolved to include the University 
of Sewing in 2018, offering classes and selling fabric at 
its West 11th Street location. “I always wanted to teach 
sewing,” says Fette, “plus my customers were always 
asking me to help with their projects.” 

But, the COVID-19 pandemic found Fette 
rethinking her business. She had difficulty finding staff 
that could work at a high level once alterations picked 
back up, and there “wasn’t enough of me to go around.” 
Fette decided to close The Tailored Fit in 2023 and 
focus on teaching and selling fabrics and Bernina 
sewing machines.

University of Sewing became a Bernina dealer in 2020. 
Fette wanted to offer the highest-quality machines for sewing, 
embroidery, and quilting that were easy to use. Bernina is a fifth-
generation family business, and the machines are handmade in 
Steckborn, Switzerland. “We sell all types of Bernina models and 
keep a good amount of stock all the time,” she says.

Quality fabrics from all over the world are also a staple of 
University of Sewing. “No one carries as much apparel fabric as 
we do,” Fette boasts, citing STOF cotton knits from Denmark and 
Ungaro silks from Italy.

Additionally, they sell sewing cabinets and provide free delivery 
in the local area as well as set-up. “We try to make our business a 
one-stop shop.” University of Sewing also offers in-house servicing 
of all sewing machines. 

“Our customers are our friends,” Fette says. “I get to know them 
and will order what they want. No place is going to offer service at 
that level.” Products can also be bought online and shipped almost 
everywhere, including all 50 states.

Classes that cover all skill levels and projects are also offered, as 
well as special events to strengthen the community. One such event 
is an open house from 5 to 7:30 p.m. on March 6—the first day of the 
Indiana Heritage Quilt Show at the Monroe Convention Center. 

For more information about other events, classes, and products, 
visit universityofsewing.com. *

How The Tailored Fit Morphed
Into the University of Sewing

In 2023, Margaret Fette closed The Tailored Fit to concentrate solely on  
the University of Sewing, where Fette teaches classes and sells  

fabrics and sewing machines. Photo by Martin Boling
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by Paul Bickley
The vinyl records revival is thriving. The Recording Industry 
Association of America says that vinyl albums outsold CDs in 
2022 for the first time since 1987—and last year, 49 million vinyl 
albums sold. In fact, vinyl sales have increased each year since 
2006, just two years after the advent of music streaming. 

Bloomington has seen its own vinyl revival.
Tracks on Kirkwood, 415 E. Kirkwood, has 7,000 new and 

10,000 used LP records. “Vinyl sales have been up for the past five 
years,” says owner Andy Walter. Vinyl and CD sales split equally 
now. Tracks’ catalogue goes back 50 years, filled mostly with rock, 
hip-hop, metal, and indie—and “essential music” within those 
genres: “How many Rolling Stones albums are there?  Seventy-
two. You need to carry the six essential ones,” he says. 

Landlocked Music, 115 S. Walnut, owns 6,000 new and 20,000 
used vinyl records in all rpms. Vinyl outsells CDs 3 to 2, co-owner 
Heath Byers says. “We pride ourselves on our extensive jazz 
collection, and we’ve recently taken a deep dive into classical.” 
Byers cites rock, country, reggae, local, and international as other 
strengths. In storage: a “butcher cover” version of The Beatles’ 
1966 Yesterday and Today album, with a value that could exceed 
$10,000. 

In business for only two months at the time of this writing, with 
some of its collection still in boxes, Gold Dust Vintage and Vinyl, 
216 N. Rogers St., is nonetheless already establishing its niche, 
says owner Jade Linton. “I focus on punk, metal, and underground, 
in all rpms, that you can’t find elsewhere in town.” Sales have been 
90% vinyl. In storage: a first pressing of Black Flag’s 1979 single 
“Nervous Breakdown” that could be worth $500. 

Walkover Sounds and Stones (formerly TD’s 
CDs and LPs), 122 N. Walnut, has 2,500 used and 
500 new records in all rpms. Owner Will Bewley 
says that Walkover focuses on global music, 
especially African and Latin American, but has 
good collections of funk, soul, local music, rock, and 
metal. Vinyl and CD sales split 50-50.  Bewley sold 
a 1973 album by the Indianapolis psychedelic-rock 
band Zerfas (whom MOJO magazine praised) for 
$900. Walkover hosts DJ nights and live shows. 
“This is a sonic kitchen,” Bewley says, “where 
listeners can congregate.” *

Vinyl Records Are Back Big Time!
Where to Find Them in B-town

Will Bewley, owner of Walkover Sounds and Stones, peruses the store’s collection of 2,500 used and 
500 new records in all rpms. Photo by Rodney Margison
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Schyler Marolf thinks the world has 
enough clothing, “and we don’t need to 
create any more.” So she started Eclaras, a 
store where, she says, local residents can 
sell the clothes they no longer need instead 
of just tossing them.

Eclaras opened last fall and currently 
has 14 sellers who rent space in the store 
at 340 S. Walnut. The clothing for sale is 
vintage or second-hand, Marolf says. “We 
have sweaters, dresses, pants, NASCAR 
jackets, and lots of t-shirts,” including  
some with Indiana University or 
Indianapolis Colts logos. “The sellers 
curate their own collections.”  

While some of the sellers are in their 
40s, Marolf says, most are IU students. 
Because the students may not always be in 
town, their merchandise also is available 
online at eclaras.com. The sellers can 
choose to sell in the store or exclusively 
online. Either way, the clothes will be 
reused rather than ending up in a landfill. 
The sellers share a percentage of their sales 
with Eclaras. 

The name Eclaras holds special 
meaning for Marolf, a 22-year-old native 
of Greenwood, Indiana. “I knew I wanted 

Eclaras: A New Pre-Owned
Clothing Store on South Walnut

Schyler Marolf opened Eclaras, a second-hand clothing store, 
to give residents a chance to sell their unwanted items and to 
prevent them from ending up in landfills. Photo by James Kellar

Join the fight for change

 It’s time to change the  
 state of mental health  
 and substance use. 

Indiana ranks 41st in the nation 
for the state of mental health in 
adults, based on prevalence of 
mental illness and access to care.

One out of every five Indiana 
residents with mental illness do 
not receive the care they need, 
when they need it.

#41

The Mental Health Collaborative represents 
a multiyear, multimillion-dollar investment 
to improve mental health and substance use 
outcomes in and around Monroe County.

to work for myself,” she says, “and when I 
was brainstorming what I was going to call 
my store, I first thought of what I wanted the 
store to represent. I came up with a handful of 
descriptions that were important to me and 
then scrambled them up until I got my name: 
Equity, Community, Loyalty, Accessibility, 
Responsibility, Affordability, Support.”

“Everyone has so many clothes,” she says. 
“Once a week the sellers bring in clothes to 
donate rather than sell.” The store, she says, then 
becomes “a hub where the homeless can find 
clothing.” —Janet Mandelstam
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health/fitness

by Aaron B. Cohen
Those 70-somethings you may see 

swigging Champagne in a local parking 
lot aren’t just tippling geezers. They’re 
“Old Farts”—members of the eponymous 
Bloomington cycling group. 

“At 72, rather than trying to 
get stronger, my goal is to slow 
the rate at which I’m getting 
weaker,” says retired Indiana 
University professor Pete 
Kloosterman. He’s not the only 
academic in the group, which 
also includes artists, musicians, 
businesspeople, health care 
professionals, and folks whose 
livelihood is a mystery. 

Whatever their vocation, age, 
gender, religion, or ethnicity, 
members of the Old Farts Bike 
Club live by the creed of group 
leader and spiritual guide Mark 
Taubensee: “Never grow up!”

“Cycling keeps me in shape, 
grounds me, makes me smile, and 
makes me feel strong. And I get 
to hang out with some amazing 
people,” says Michele Brentano. 
A seasoned biker, Brentano 
started riding when she was 5 
years old and has participated 
in almost every Hilly Hundred 
event since 1985. 

Bob Kissel, a competitive 
runner for more than 50 years, was one of 
the original Old Farts when the club formed 
early this century. “My knees could handle 
biking without causing further damage and 
pain,” he explains. 

Now the group’s impetus is to have a 
group of supportive friends. “It’s especially 
important at a time of life when family 
and close friends pass away,” says Kissel, 
a clinical psychologist. “The need to 

move actively is never greater. Neglecting 
physical and social activity leads to a faster 
and more certain path to earlier death.” 

Other than a health issue, being hit by 
a car is the most feared end to cycling for 
journalism professor Jim Kelly. “The threat 

is rising, but it won’t keep me off my bike, 
until it does.” In 60 years of riding, he’s 
never hit the ground except when a driver 
got too close or hit him with a side mirror, 
he reports.

“I’m just an old man riding a child’s toy 
in what is essentially my underwear,” Kelly 
says. “Be kind to cyclists!”

One exception to the unwritten age rule 
of the Old Farts: Long-Jing (Claire) Hsu is a 

20-something informatics graduate student 
from Taiwan who is young enough to be any 
Old Fart’s granddaughter. Jeanne Smith, 
bike retailer and founder of the Bloomington 
Bike Project, invited Hsu to ride with her on 
her tandem bicycle two years ago. 

Hsu says riding with the group gives  
her joy. 

“I love how diverse and inclusive the group 
is. Despite age and ethnicity differences, I 
feel welcomed and like I belong,” Hsu says. 
“It’s like home away from home.” *

The cycling club is made up of members from different 
vocations, ages, genders, religions, and ethnicities, 

but they all live by the creed of their group leader and 
spiritual guide, Mark Taubensee: “Never grow up!”  

Photo by Aaron B. Cohen

Old People Riding Bicycles
It’s a Club!



magbloom.com  |  February/March 2025  |  Bloom    59

Home Care
Done

Differently

812-671-0247 Altcaresolutions@gmail.com 5015 SR-46 STE G Bloomington, IN 

Here at ACS, we understand it can be difficult to find the right care agency to cater to your individual needs. 
That’s why if you or someone you know is interested or in need of any of these services, we encourage you 
to give us a call at (812) 671-0247 and see if we’re the right fit for you.

clients with at least one of the following waivers: SFC, A&D, VA, Respite
Care, or Transportation, that are in need of tailored home care services
or assistance with daily life tasks. We currently accept clients with a
form of Medicaid insurance, or Private Paying clients.  Call an office
near you to get a quote from one of our skilled team members and see
if you qualify for FREE help at home.

Alternative Care Solutions LLC. is looking for

LIFE IS FULL OFLIFE IS FULL OF
QUESTIONS,QUESTIONS,
LET US BE YOUR SOLUTIONLET US BE YOUR SOLUTION

www.altcaresolutions.com Alternative Care Solutions LLC.
LEARN MORE AT

Transportation - Errands - Light Housekeeping - Dressing - Toileting - Bathing - Medication Reminders - Meal prep
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Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis first opened its doors 
100 years ago on October 7, 1924, supporting children and their 
families through routine health and wellness and specialty care 
for acute or complex conditions. Now, as part of the Indiana 
University Health network, Riley Children’s Health serves 
families from all 92 Indiana counties, providing services and 
support more than 300,000 times per year. 

Riley—created in memory of famed Hoosier poet and writer 
James Whitcomb Riley—is the only children’s hospital in 
Indiana ranked among the best in the nation, rated in all 10 
pediatric specialties by U.S. News and World Report and ninth 
in the nation for National Institutes of Health research funding 
with more than $38.5 million in 2023. 

Riley patient experience
Caroline Pattillo from Bloomington experienced a life-
threatening injury at 10 years old in a 2016 sailboating 
accident on Lake Monroe. She underwent two successful 
surgeries under Riley care. 

“Riley is an extremely important place for me and my 
family,” Pattillo says. “I had a child life specialist who was 
there to support and distract from any pain. They go the 
extra mile for every one of their patients, and once you’ve 
stayed at Riley, you join their entire support system.” 

Riley Children’s Foundation, the philanthropic arm of 
the health system, grants roughly $35 million annually, 
fundraising for initiatives and departments ranging from 
clinical care, family support, kids’ mental health services, 
cancer care, pediatric research and drug development, 
heart research, and barrier-free events like Camp Riley, 
powered by donor dollars.

Community support
Bloomington native Ron Remak joined the Riley 
Children’s Foundation Board of Governors in November 
2011 and has led local campaigns like the Bloomington 
Red Wagon Brigade, spreading awareness in the 
downtown community and visiting local businesses. 
The campaign to increase support, donations, and 
volunteerism was inspired by year-round fundraising 
events that supplement the Indiana University s 

Riley Children’s Hospital: 100 Years of 
Pediatric Care in Indiana

(top) The IU Dance Marathon takes place each fall and includes more than 4,000 IU students who 
stay awake and on their feet for 36 hours; (above) since 1991, the event has raised more than $56 
million for Riley Children’s Foundation. Photos by Bobby Goddin  

(left) Caroline Pattillo underwent two successful surgeries under Riley 
care after she experienced a life threatening injury at 10 years old in a 
sailboating accident. Photo by Martin Boling  (right) Ron Remak, a member 
of the Riley Children’s Foundation Board of Governors, has led local 
fundraising campaigns for Riley.  Photo by Rodney Margison
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Dance Marathon (IUDM) and the 
Bloomington High School South (BHSS) 
Riley Dance Marathon.

Since 1991, IUDM has raised more 
than $56 million for Riley Foundation. 
Involving more than 1,200 committee 
members who work throughout the 
year fundraising and planning events, 
IUDM is the second-largest student-run 
philanthropy in the world. The Marathon 
itself takes place each fall and includes 
more than 4,000 IU students who stay 
awake and on their feet for 36 hours.

Bloomington High School South 
(BHSS) Riley Dance Marathon began 
in 2004 and has raised more than $1.7 
million. “Our focus has always been to 
raise awareness, generate community 
involvement and bring students together 
to support a common purpose,” says 
Joe Doyle, BHSS Dance Marathon club 
sponsor and co-initiator of the program. 
The 2025 event will be held April 12 at 
the school.

Future growth
“What started as the beacon on the hill 
is now truly one of the best hospitals in 
the nation,” Remak says of Riley. “It’s 
the people and their daily commitment 
and compassion from the top down that 
makes such an impact. Now, a big part  
of our plans moving forward is to 
increase footprint to rural areas to 
extend the outstanding pediatric care 
they can provide.” 

In 2023, Riley Children’s Foundation 
focused on bringing awareness to mental 
and behavioral health, raising money to 
develop new therapies in pediatric health 
care. Adding to the search for a statewide 
model, is their goal of enhancing 
equitable and convenient access across 
the state by providing more Riley 
Children’s clinics. 

“In celebration of the 100th anniversary, 
the goal is to increase research and 
behavioral health, an accelerated need 
post-COVID,” says Michelle Turchan, 
major gift officer and manager for Riley 
Children’s Foundation. “We want to 
continue recruiting the best and brightest 
pediatric researchers because we don’t 
want any child to have to leave the state of 
Indiana for health care.”

Visit rileykids.org/get-involved/events 
or email mturchan@rileykids.org to get 
involved. —Brittany Marshall
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When I speak to audiences about my 
experiences with autism and developmental 
disability, two of the more common 
questions I get are: “How did you feel when 
you were diagnosed with autism? Did it help 
you in any way?” 

People also like to ask how old I was 
when I was diagnosed. When they find out 
I was 20 years old and had just finished my 
freshman year of college (2006), some are a 
bit shocked. The public is primarily familiar 
with autism as a neurodevelopmental 

disorder diagnosed in early childhood. 
However, in some cases, individuals may 
also be diagnosed in adulthood. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
estimates that as many as one in 45 U.S. 
adults are currently diagnosed with autism.

When I received a diagnosis of autism, 
it came as a huge relief. Throughout my 
teen years, I couldn’t understand why, if 
I was doing so well academically, I could 
never form successful, lasting relationships 
with other kids and was rarely invited to 

Autism  &  
Disability  
JOURNA LJOURNA L

do things after school or to hang out on 
weekends. Furthermore, I have always 
been driven to achieve and have high 
expectations, so I kept wondering what the 
other kids had that I didn’t, and how much 
harder and longer I would have to try until I 
finally cracked the code on fitting in.

Now I know it was not what they had, 
but rather what they didn’t that kept me 
and my peers apart. I felt such a sense of 
peace when I received a diagnosis because I 
realized my difficulties were not due to lack 
of effort, but a complex neurodevelopmental 
disorder that would need support and 
services. I realized none of this was my fault 
and that I could stop trying to measure up to 
my peers.

Getting a formal diagnosis of autism—
even as late as it was—did a lot in terms of 
helping me understand myself and why 
I behave the way I do. Things that I had 
previously attributed to “just Adria” began 
to make a lot more sense. The way all the 
kids at school were always on me to talk 
like Harry Potter and were amazed when I 
could quote the various film lines verbatim 
and sound exactly like the characters. Or the 
way I had always struggled with disruption 
to schedule and routine. Or the way I had 
never quite understood how to have a 
conversation even among family. It also 
helped me understand my areas of difficulty 
and work on learning how to cope better 
with these challenges. 

I think if I had not gotten a formal 
diagnosis of autism, I would have continued 
to wonder why I was different, probably well 
into adulthood, and continued to try to form 
social and professional relationships with 
little success. This could have had a very 
negative affect on my mental health.

Parents and adults themselves 
sometimes wonder if it would even be worth 
pursuing a clinical evaluation for anyone 
age 18 to 45, for example. Pediatric autism 
can encompass a very different set of issues 
than those faced by adults with autism. 
Both groups warrant support and should 
have access to services to ensure the highest 
quality of life. However, a clinical diagnosis 
is required to access those services. It 
may also be worth pursuing a diagnosis in 
adulthood simply for the sake of self-growth 
and self-understanding. *

Why an Adult Autism Diagnosis
Changed My Life for the Better

BY ADRIA NASSIM

Your team in real estate!
812.961.8000   theindianateam.com
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Thank you to all of Beacon’s Corporate Sponsors in 2024!

THESE BUSINESSES ARE A 
BEACON TO PEOPLE IN POVERTY

PRESENTING SPONSOR:

  PLATINUM SPONSORS:

GOLD SPONSOR:

 Greene & Schultz Trial Lawyers  |  
MPI Solar LLC | Rapid Roofing and Restoration 

SILVER SPONSORS:

Balloons Over Bloomington | Bill C. Brown Associates | Bloomingfoods Co-op Market   
Bloomington Bagel Company | Bloomington Fine Art Supply | Buskirk-Chumley Theater

 Catalent Biologics | Chocolate Moose | Duke Energy | Eide Bailey LLP | Garrett Ann Walters,
Portrait and Wedding Photographer | Glick Properties | Indiana Fever | Insomnia Cookies 

Loren Wood Builders | Nourishing Heart Yoga Studio | Orbit Room | Photos by Ms. Amy 
Pizza X | RELX Inc | Seventh Generation | Smithville Charitable Foundation | Soma Coffeehouse 

and Juice Bar | Springpoint Architects | Square Donuts | Sungate Farm | Target 
 TCC, Verizon Authorized Retailer | Terry’s Pepper Patch and Okra | Upland Brewing Company 

WE’D ALSO LIKE TO THANK: 

  Acrisure | ConsulTech Technologies | Curare Physician Recruiting | Lennie’s Brewpub |
 Indiana University Health Foundation | Constellation Stage & Screen | Bishop Bar

BRONZE SPONSORS:

Beacon, Inc. is a solutions-driven, anti-poverty nonprofit.
Based in Bloomington, Indiana, Beacon is dedicated to
aiding and empowering people experiencing extreme

poverty, especially hunger and homelessness.

ABOUT BEACON, INC.

LEARN MORE AT
BEACONINC.ORG

A special thanks to Bloom Magazine for the donation of this ad!
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When the Bloomington community voted to approve the Monroe County 
Community School Corporation’s (MCCSC) Family-Centered, Community-
Focused referendum in 2023, it solidified thousands of dollars in annual 
benefits for local school-age children and their families, says MCCSC 
Superintendent Dr. Markay Winston.

Among these benefits is increased access to free or reduced-cost 
early learning opportunities for 3- and 4-year-olds, which has allowed 
MCCSC to build upon its solid foundation of high-quality early learning 
programming to offer more preschool and Pre-K classrooms to 
Bloomington’s youngest learners.

With the first installment of these referendum dollars in June 2024, 
MCCSC established Pre-K classrooms for 4-year-old students in all 
elementary schools and partnered with six other providers, including 
Indiana University, Bloomington Developmental Learning Center, 
Bloomington Center for Global Children, Compass Early Learning Center, 
Penny Lane Child Care, and New Hope for Families.

All MCCSC-districted families, regardless of income, qualify for at least 
$4,000 in assistance toward Pre-K programs for 4-year-olds through 
MCCSC or partner providers. Winston says this assistance is a significant 
benefit to families that could otherwise face early learning expenses of 

$9,000 per year or more. For many families, these expenses are cost-prohibitive and may prevent 
young learners from being able to attend school. 

“This is one of the signature accomplishments of our community. To pass the 2023 referendum is truly 
an investment not just in the future of our children and our youngest learners, but in the future of our city,” 
says Winston. “This is a community that shows day in and day out how much it values education.”

In coming years, the Family-Centered, Community-Focused initiative, which raised the MCCSC 
referendum rate by 8.5 cents for an estimated annual cost of about $50 per household, is expected 
to set students up for long-term academic success, increase district-wide graduation rates, and 
strengthen the Bloomington workforce and economy.

Tim Dowling, director of early learning and enrollment at MCCSC, says this initiative has resulted 
in a 97% increase in community-wide 
Pre-K enrollment since June 2024. 
Before the referendum, less than half of 
3- and 4-year-old children in the MCCSC 
district were enrolled in early learning. 

“These opportunities for families 
wouldn’t exist without the support of our 
community, without the support of the 
2023 referendum,” says Dowling. “These 
programs that we have, whether it’s our 
own programs or our partner programs, 
are wonderful places for children.”

Studies show that early learning 
programs increase kindergarten 
preparedness, cultivate literacy and 
numeracy skills, increase high school 
graduation rates, and help young students 
develop social and emotional intelligence. 

(top)The MCCSC Family-Centered, 
Community-Focused initiative 
has resulted in a 97% increase in 
community-wide Pre-K enrollment 
since June 2024; (above) MCCSC 
Superintendent Dr. Markay Winston 
calls the 2023 referendum “one of 
the signature accomplishments of 
our community.” Courtesy photos

Referendum Funding Increases 
Access To MCCSC Early Learning

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
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“We know that children who participate in early learning 
experiences are 40% less likely to drop out of high school. 
That’s significant,” says Winston. “Children’s brains are most 
ready to learn between 3, 4, and 5, so we want to be able to 
get them at that young age, while they’re ready and eager to 
learn.” 

For the 2025–2026 school year, MCCSC will also expand 
its preschool programs for 3-year-olds. Income-eligible 
families can attend MCCSC’s preschool program for free 
or receive a stipend toward partner provider programs. 
With more spots opening up for both preschool and Pre-K 
students, Winston is confident that parents of young children 
will also have increased opportunities to work more hours, 
seek new employment, return to school themselves, or 
otherwise improve the financial circumstances and futures of 
their families.

“Because of the early learning programs we’re offering, 
we have seen that more than 50% of our families are able 
to increase the number of hours that they can work,” she 
says. “We recognize that if they can work longer hours, that 
increases the household income for that family.” 

Bloomingtonian Eli Konwest, who has two children in the 
district, enrolled her daughter, Mae, in an MCCSC Pre-K 
classroom last year.

“Child care costs are a big factor in choosing to have kids, 
and then once you have kids, in the opportunities you can 
pursue as parents,” says Konwest. “To have a high-quality 
option that’s affordable is really priceless.” 

In her Pre-K classroom, Mae has been learning her letters 
and numbers; attending music, art, and physical education 
classes; and being exposed to important elements of 
attending school, like riding the bus, eating in the cafeteria, 
and playing on the playground. 

“Mae is in our local district in school, so that is where she  
will continue on for kindergarten,” says Konwest. “Her  

teachers, Miss Amanda and Miss Emma, pretty much spent the whole first nine 
weeks with the students talking about classroom expectations, being respectful, 
being kind, and basically just what it is to be a good person and a good 
classmate at school.”

Winston says that essential life skills like communication, decision making, and 
tolerance are taught organically through participation in early learning classrooms.

 “Our teachers do an amazing job of creating play-based learning experiences 
that really are preparing our students for when they matriculate up through the 
years,” she explains. “They’re learning so much about themselves, about each 
other, about differences, and all of that is going to matter for our children.”

Preschool registration for the 2025–2026 school year opened on 
February 3, and registration for Pre-K opens March 10. Dowling encourages 
parents with any questions about the enrollment process to reach out to the 
early learning office at 812-330-7702. 

“We are very proud of our programs,” he says. “We want to make sure that 
parents are able to make an informed choice, and we’re happy to talk with you 
about both our programs and our partner programs.”

 Learn more at earlylearning.mccsc.edu. —Sophie Bird Murphy

(this page and opposite page) “We know that children who participate in early learning 
experiences are 40% less likely to drop out of high school,” says Winston. “Children’s brains 
are most ready to learn between 3, 4, and 5, so we want to be able to get them at that 
young age, while they’re ready and eager to learn.”

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION



66    Bloom  |  February/March 2025  |  magbloom.com

science/education

The Institute was groundbreaking in the 1970s, offering these ensembles as credit-
bearing classes for students rather than as extracurricular activities. According to AAAI 
Executive Director Raymond Wise, this move offered legitimacy to these arts, validating 
them through the mechanisms and scholarly authority of the university. They could do 
the work of the arts—performing and engaging in the creative and scholarly activities of 
musical composition and choreography—rather than continually justifying their existence.

The ensembles’ performing students are diverse, coming from various ethnic, racial, 
educational, and artistic backgrounds. Wise says, “There is a wonderful kind of diversity 
that permeates our programs. You just look on stage and say, ‘Whoa, wow, everybody’s 
here.’” This diversity—in both performers and audiences—helps these African American 
cultural experiences to be valued within broader 
communities as essential components of shared 
American culture, says Wise.

The Institute has been celebrating its heritage 
and contributions throughout the school year, 
including a gala in November that honored the 
ensembles’ founding directors. The celebration 
will continue as each ensemble performs its annual 
spring concerts, including an April 11–13 event 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Dance 
Company.

Wise sees the Institute’s true legacy to be its 
students, as they carry the vitality and value of 
African American performing arts into their 
lives and the world. But what the Institute offers 
audiences in Bloomington and beyond is central to 
its mission, too. Wise says, “What we do inspires, it 
uplifts, and it encourages,” offering audiences hope, 
joy, and community.

Learn more at aaai.indiana.edu. *

by Greg Siering
This year, Indiana University celebrates the 50th anniversary 
of its beloved African American Arts Institute (AAAI), which 
continues its important work of showcasing African American 
performing arts and their influence on American culture.

Founded in 1974 by Herman Hudson, IU vice-chancellor  
for Afro-American Affairs, the Institute both supports its  
three performance ensembles and acts as a cultural home 
for their students and faculty. The IU Soul Revue, the first 
ensemble, emerged in 1971, offering a venue for performances 
of R&B, soul, funk, and contemporary Black popular music. 
In 1974, the African American Dance Company started 
performing a variety of dance styles from the African  
diaspora and African American culture. In 1975, the African 
American Choral Ensemble began showcasing spirituals, 
traditional and contemporary gospel, and works by African 
American composers.

African American Arts Institute
Celebrates Half Century at IU

AAAI musicians perform during the 2021 Potpourri of the Arts. The Institute is celebrating its 
50th anniversary this school year. Photo by Jeremy Hogan

Raymond Wise, AAAI Executive Director, 
says the Institute’s true legacy is its 

students, who carry the vitality and value of 
African American performing arts into their 

lives and the world. Photo by Jim Krause
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It might be a little early to start gardening, but it’s not too 
soon to join an upcoming seed trial or to plan a seed trial of 
your own. Besides homegrown veggies, you’d be producing 
valuable citizen science data which could be used to help 
broaden and preserve genetic biodiversity in agriculture. 

Over the last several decades, testing the performance 
of different flower and vegetable varieties primarily has 
fallen to horticulturalists at academic institutions and 
large agricultural companies. “The current system is 
focused on homogeneity in fewer and large markets for high 
margins,” explains Nicolas Enjalbert, co-founder and CEO of 
SeedLinked, an online and app-based seed-trialing platform.

When coupled with climate change, our current seed-
trialing paradigm may be putting us all at risk. For example, 
increased incidences of certain pathogens and insect pests—
not to mention prolonged periods of drought, flooding, 
and more extreme weather—have been shown to impact 
the nutritional value and yields of historically “reliable” 
crops like soybeans, corn, and wheat. 

Through crowdsourced seed trials, researchers 
can study many more plants and may be in a better 
position to find climate-resilient varieties. One such 
crowdsourced trial is the Community-Powered Seed 
Discovery Project operated by SeedLinked with support 
from U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) seed 
banks and the USDA Agricultural Research Service. 
Participants will receive three different seed varieties 
to plant and report on via the SeedLinked platform.

GETTING STARTED
To sign up, visit seedlinked.com and click on the “Join a Trial” link. 
If you happen to miss the Community-Powered Seed Discovery 
Project onboarding deadline, don’t worry. “Oftentimes we have trials 
coming every month or every other month,” Enjalbert says. “About 
80% of them are vegetables or flowers [to trial]. So, sooner or later 
you will be invited to participate.”

If you’d prefer, you can grow your own way, entering data for 
whatever you sow in this year’s garden. “It’s collaborative as well 
as individual, so, if you download the SeedLinked app and create 

a profile, you can track all of your own varieties,” he says. “You can 
create your own self-trial—enter your planting date, transplanting 
date, pictures, and pick whatever traits you want to track.” 

You can also enter comments, make your findings about specific 
varieties publicly available, and view others’ public trial results. (You’ll 
find early sprouting broccoli, heat-tolerant lettuce, and much more.) 
The data contributions you make do matter. “We have more than 
300 researchers using SeedLinked either to trial or to make [seed 
variety] decisions,” Enjalbert says. “It’s also starting to be used more 
globally. Maybe we will be able to see that there is a certain variety in 
Italy that would do really well in New Mexico. With climate change, 
it’s very interesting to get that information globally.” *

BY SUSAN M. BRACKNEY

Join a Seed Trial or Start Your Own 
This Growing Season

   Citizen 
Scientist

(above) Nutritional value and 
yields of historically “reliable” 
crops can be impacted by 
pathogens, insect pests, 
drought, and flooding; (right) 
through crowdsourced seed 
trials, researchers can study 
many more plants and may 
be in a better position to find 
climate-resilient varieties. 
Courtesy photos
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Meet Sue, a dedicated Indiana University employee and an 
active member of the City of Bloomington’s Commission on 
Aging. Sue has discovered a refreshing way to start her day—
by commuting on her e-bike from Bloomington’s east side to 
the IU campus. Her motivation? A desire to be more active. 

If you’re wondering whether using an e-bike is really being 
active, the answer is a resounding yes! Studies have shown 
that e-bike riders often take longer or more frequent trips than 
those on regular pedal bikes, reaping similar benefits.

Sue’s typical bike commute is a pleasant 2 1/2-mile route 
through the Park Ridge neighborhood, including a tunnel 
under the Ind. 45/46 Bypass on the 7th/Longview Greenway. 
“I enjoy the bike paths and the quieter streets through the 
neighborhoods. It’s a bit longer than the car route, but it’s 
much safer and more enjoyable with minimal vehicle traffic,” 
she says. 

Initially, Sue had concerns about navigating busy roads, 
particularly East 3rd Street. However, she discovered 
adjacent, well-marked bike paths and routes that kept her 
away from heavy traffic areas. “Finding these bike paths was a 
game changer. They’re mostly in low-traffic areas and provide 
a safe, enjoyable ride.”

Sue’s e-bike has been instrumental in making biking a 
viable option for her. “The throttle on my e-bike is fantastic. 
It provides an extra boost when needed, especially on hills,” 
she explains. E-bikes, like the one Sue uses, are helping more 
people stay active, offering an accessible option that supports 
physical activity without the strain of regular biking. On campus and around Bloomington, Sue appreciates 

the biking infrastructure, such as the scenic paths near the IU 
Auditorium and through campus by the Showalter Fountain 
and The Old Crescent. Sue believes biking offers significant 
benefits for the Bloomington community. “It’s excellent 
exercise, reduces the need for parking, and helps cut down 
on vehicle congestion. I feel productive and energized when I 
bike to work. It’s like a jump start to my day.”

Sue’s story highlights the transformative power of biking, 
not just as a mode of transportation but as a path to a 
healthier, more active lifestyle. If you’re inspired by Sue’s 
experience and want to learn more about how biking can 
benefit you, check out the IU Transportation Demand 
Management’s free online course, “Ride Smart: Bicycle and 
E-Scooter Traffic Skills.” This course offers valuable tips and 
skills to help you navigate traffic safely and confidently.

For more information on biking resources, to enroll in 
the course, and learn about the work of the Transportation 
Demand Management department at Indiana University, visit 
go.iu.edu/biking. Join the biking community and discover 
how two wheels can make a positive impact on your 
everyday trips. *

(above) Each morning, Sue, an Indiana University employee, takes a pleasant 2 1/2-mile 
bike route to work; (below, left) Sue believes biking offers many benefits, including 
good exercise, reduced vehicle congestion, and an energized start to the day. Photos by 
Peyton Conner © 2024 The Trustees of Indiana University

Discover the Transformative Power of Biking in B-town
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$500,000 Grant to Make$500,000 Grant to Make
100-Year-Old Theater100-Year-Old Theater
Energy EfficientEnergy Efficient
by Sophie Bird Murphy
With a $500,000 grant from the 
Indiana Office of Energy Development, 
Bloomington’s historic Buskirk-Chumley 
Theater (BCT) will undergo comprehensive 
renovations to increase energy efficiency 
and climate resiliency, says Shawn Miya, 
assistant director of sustainability for 
the City of Bloomington’s Economic and 
Sustainable Development Department. 

The Empowering Energy Partnerships 
in Indiana Communities (EPIC) grant, 
along with a 30% match from the City of 
Bloomington, will fund a new HVAC system, 
a rooftop solar photovoltaic system, and 
a state-of-the-art solar “battery,” which 
will allow the theater to use solar energy at 
nighttime and during power outages. 

“We really felt like the Buskirk-Chumley 
Theater was the best place for this project,” 
says Miya. “It was opened in 1922, so it has a 
lot of capital improvement needs.”

The upgrades are expected to take place 
before September 2025 with minimal, if 
any, disruptions to BCT programming. Once 
completed, these improvements will reduce 
CO2 emissions by 25.6 tons, improve energy 
efficiency by 211 million British thermal 
units (Btu), save the City of Bloomington 
$6,000 in annual operating costs, and 
produce 30 megawatt hours of solar energy 
each year.

“That’s essentially the equivalent to 
powering three homes for an entire year,”  
says Miya. 

With these new systems in place, the BCT will serve as a refuge for vulnerable 
Bloomingtonians during extreme heat 
events by providing free City-funded 
movie screenings in an air-conditioned 
environment. 

“Climate change is here,” says Miya.  
“We were selected for this award because 
we’re not only focusing on climate 
mitigation, which is reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, but we’re also increasing 
climate resilience, which is our ability to 
prepare or respond to and recover from the 
impacts of climate change.”

In 2026, the Economic and Sustainable 
Development Department will host 
tours of the upgraded space, along with 
a climate action speaker series that 
will provide context on the importance 
of decarbonization, energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, and climate resiliency 
while teaching attendees how to 
incorporate sustainable practices into their 
daily lives.

Renovations to the BCT are taking place 
as part of the City of Bloomington’s Climate 
Action Plan, which aims to improve the 
energy efficiency of 33 municipal buildings, 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 25% 
below 2018 levels, and achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2050, among other goals.

Visit bloomington.in.gov/sustainability. *

The grant, along with a 30% match from the City of 
Bloomington, will fund a new HVAC system, a rooftop 
solar photovoltaic system, and a state-of-the-art solar 
“battery.” Photo by Rodney Margison

©2024  Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC.
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community

by Susan M. Brackney
Even as the new Trump administration 
works to roll up and hide America’s welcome 
mat, Bloomington continues to make way 
for asylum seekers—most recently from the 
Middle East, Africa, and Central America. 

“Our largest population in Bloomington is 
currently from Afghanistan,” says Lubna Qazi, 
resettlement director for Exodus Refugee 
Bloomington. “Then we have Congo and 
Syria, and Somalians have started coming in.” 
Exodus, a nonprofit group, resettles refugees in 
Bloomington and other Indiana cities.

Asylum seekers and refugees flee their 
home countries for a slew of humanitarian 
reasons, including religious, ethnic, and 
political persecution. According to the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
“122.6 million people worldwide were forcibly 
displaced at the end of June 2024 as the result 
of persecution, conflict, violence, human rights 
violations, or events seriously disturbing 
public order.” Of these, there were 43.7 million 
refugees and 8 million asylum seekers, not yet 
granted refugee status. 

Safe Haven?
For decades, the U.S. has been a haven for 
refugees; however, the numbers of refugees 
accepted fluctuates. “Presidents can set that 

number to whatever they want, but they cannot 
just go to zero, because it’s U.S. policy—it’s the 
way the Constitution has set this thing up that 
we welcome refugees,” Qazi says. 

But, there are ways to subvert that policy. 
A flurry of refugees made it to Indiana during 
November, December, and the first part 
of January, but on January 27 the Trump 
administration suspended the U.S. Refugee 
Admissions Program (USRAP) until further 
notice, including Welcome Corps, a private 
sponsorship program under USRAP. The 
move was foreshadowed in a November 6 
Facebook video post in which Exodus Refugee 
Immigration CEO Cole Varga stated, “Knowing 
that President Trump will once again be taking 
office ... is naturally leading to fear among our 
clients, supporters, and community.”

During Trump’s first presidency, among 
other restrictive policies, he implemented 
travel bans on people from Muslim-majority 
nations like Syria, effectively kiboshing U.S. 
acceptance of refugees and asylum seekers 
from many countries. A Trump second-
term directive has already established the 
groundwork for another such ban.

Finding Their Way
As a federally monitored resettlement agency, 
Exodus Refugee Immigration receives 
some federal funding to help secure housing 
and necessities for the refugees it serves. 
“Depending on the presidential determination 
of the number of refugees, we are provided a 
dollar amount per capita,” Qazi explains. “So, 
let’s say one person gets $1,225 for 90 days. You 
have to get your groceries. You have to have a 
lease. You have to have phones. You have to have 
furniture. How would you do that with $1,225?”

Besides helping to secure food and shelter, 
Exodus Refugee Bloomington is newly 
providing refugees with in-house mental 
health services. “Our former director, Erin 
Aquino, is a licensed therapist, so she is 
working in her mental wellness role as a 
therapist,” Qazi says. “All of these refugees 
come with PTSD, and then there’s ongoing 
anxiety about living in a new country and 
learning a new language.”

Exodus Refugee Bloomington also offers 
refugees language and literacy training, 
cultural orientation, and job-hunting help. 
“There are a couple of different programs 
that have very limited funding sources 
that we utilize while people are looking for 
employment and they’re getting ready to be 
out working,” she adds. The organization 
also relies heavily on private donations and 
volunteer support.

Refugees are encouraged to take the first 
available jobs they can find. Often these are 
custodial or food service positions. “There 
are very few refugee families that are self-
sufficient in four or six or eight months,” 
Qazi says. It can take one to two years—and 
sometimes longer—before refugees can stand 
on their own. 

But stand on their own they do. Case in 
point, Mohamed Osman Mohamed was an 
orphan from war-torn Somalia who spent six 
years in a Kenyan refugee camp before being 
admitted into the U.S. Based in Indianapolis, 
he worked a warehouse job while learning 
English. Eventually, he earned a public 
financial management degree from IU-
Bloomington. He’s now an American citizen 
working as an investor relations analyst.

How to Help
“Even if President Trump cuts down the 
funding, even if he lowers the refugee numbers 
for this year, we still have all of these [current 
refugees] to work with,” Qazi says. “We cannot 
just tell them, ‘OK, we welcomed you. Here’s 
your house. Go find your ways to survive.’”

Want to help? “We are reaching out to 
people to become monthly donors to help these 
refugees,” Qazi says. The group also needs 
volunteers for assisting with resumes, cleaning, 
setting up new households, and more. “Even 
if you can just sit down with someone for two 
hours a week and become their conversational 
partner, so they can become confident in 
speaking the language—just someone to 
practice casual English with,” Qazi says.

Visit exodusrefugee.org to donate or to  
get started as an Exodus Refugee  
Bloomington volunteer. *

What Does the Future Hold 
For Refugees in Bloomington?

(l-r) Lubna Qazi, resettlement director for Exodus, and 
Jerono Rotich, IU professor of kinesiology, at Exodus’ 
annual fundraising gala in August. Courtesy photo
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Join us for a powerful fundraising event dedicated to making 
a difference in the lives of those impacted by cancer. 

During this heartwarming luncheon, you'll hear firsthand from cancer survivors, who 
will courageously share their inspiring journeys of resilience, hope, and triumph over 
adversity. Their stories serve as powerful reminders of the strength that can be found 

within each of us and the unwavering support that binds our community together. 

( cancersupportscin.org/strength-in-community-luncheon/ ) 

For more information email 
Stephanie@cancersupportscin.org or cal/ 812-233-3286. 
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by Elizabeth Ellis 
More than 300 people in the Bloomington community are 
warmer this winter season, thanks to the warm heart of 13-year-
old Emma Booher. 

Last fall, the Jackson Creek Middle School student and 
her family celebrated eight years of “Emma’s Annual Coat 
Drive”, a neighborhood effort that began when she was only in 
kindergarten. With the help of family friend Ann St. John, what 
started with only 75 coats and two local charity partnerships 
has blossomed into 300-plus yearly donations of cold weather 
clothing distributed by need to eight area groups that include 
Monroe County Community School Corporation, Richland Bean 
Blossom Community School Corporation, Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Bloomington, Habitat for Humanity of Monroe County, Middle 
Way House, New Hope for Families, Spencer-Owen Community 
Schools, and North Lawrence Community Schools. 

“Every year, my mom [Sarah Booher] emails the participating 
charities asking them what they need,” says Emma. “This year 
we had a lot more hats.” 

Emma’s Annual Coat Drive
Nets 300-plus Donations

Emma then helps her parents create a 
registry at Target of items needed based 
on the feedback from the participating 
organizations. Clothing needs typically 
range from coats and fleece-lined 
sweatshirts to hats, gloves, and scarves for 
babies, children, and adults. 

“We ask for brand-new items, rather 
than hand-me-downs, so kids can 
experience the joy of having a new coat,” 
says Emma. “It’s always really fun to hear 
the doorbell ring and see 15 new boxes on 
our porch.” 

The drive typically runs for about a week 
to give the Booher family time to unbox, 
sort, and deliver the donations to their 
appropriate locations before Thanksgiving. 
Emma says over the years the drive has 
become a bonding experience with her 
neighbors, many of them dropping off their 
donations in person.  “I love inviting my 
local friends over to help me sort all the 
coats by size.”

Emma is inspired by the cards she 
receives at the end of the year from each 
charity, often detailing the ages of the 
children whose lives they have impacted. 

 “My goal for 2025 is to be able to work 
forward and get even more donations—
there’s not really a stopping point for us,” 
says Emma. *

13-year-old Emma Booher started “Emma’s Annual Coat Drive” when she was in 
kindergarten. Photo by James Kellar
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“We’re mainly based in 
Indianapolis and the surrounding 
areas, but who doesn’t want to go to a 
winery—especially a really good one?” 
Loughead says. “I’m hoping to do more 
events in Bloomington and get to 
know more of the businesses there.”

Aspiring members are invited to 
join the free BFFIndy Facebook group, 
which features spaces for women in 
all phases of life, including students, 
parents, and retirees. 

To learn more or suggest a 
Bloomington-based event, email  
bff.indianapolis@gmail.com  
or visit bffindianapolis.com. *

BFFIndy: A Place for Women
To Make New Friends

by Sophie Bird Murphy
When FrancesMary Loughead moved to Indianapolis from downtown 
Chicago with her husband in 2021, she learned firsthand how difficult 
it can be to start over in a new community, especially when it comes 
to making friends. A remote worker, Loughead faced the challenge of 
forging new relationships without daily in-person opportunities for 
connection—and was surprised to learn she wasn’t alone.

 “The more I talked to people, I 
found that there was an interest in 
making friends, and that making 
friends was really hard for everybody, 
especially out of college,” says 
Loughead, 26.

Inspired by these experiences, she 
saw the need for a local organization 
dedicated to bringing women 
together around accessible, affordable 
activities. What started as a small 

group of friends meeting up to watch a show or grab dinner officially 
became BFFIndy in December 2023.

In just a single year, BFFIndy has grown to a community of more 
than 18,000 women, all of them searching for meaningful connection 
and friendship in their adult lives. By partnering with businesses 
in Indianapolis and beyond, BFFIndy hosts between seven and 10 
events each month for women of all ages, including happy hours, 
book clubs, craft classes, workshops, spa nights, and more.

“It’s definitely hard to wrap my brain around the fact that 
there are so many people who were in the same spot, but also 
very rewarding that there are so many people who find comfort in 
BFFIndy,” says Loughead. 

This autumn, BFFIndy made its first foray into Bloomington 
with a wine tasting at Oliver Winery, which welcomed nearly 40 
women from both Bloomington and Indianapolis. 

(above) BFFIndy is a community of more than 18,000 women who are searching 
for meaningful connection and friendship in their adult lives; (left) FrancesMary 
Loughead created BFFIndy after realizing how many women are looking for and 
struggling to make new friends. Courtesy photos
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business/finance

by Kristen Senz
According to a study by the 
American Institute for Economic 
Research, in any given year, 
between 1 and 2 million people 
changed careers in mid-life. Many 
were already successful but were 
seeking new challenges. Here 
are three Bloomingtonians who 
were succeeding in one career but 
chose to make the jump to another 
completely unrelated field—and 
found success again.

LEE ROSSER

After channeling his energy into the 
ring as a professional wrestler, Chef 
Lee Rosser turned his talents and 
showmanship to hosting intimate 
dining events. “Wrestling helped me 
find my way,” says Rosser, who grew up in 
Hobart, Indiana, outside Gary.

Driving around the Midwest while 
working for a fiber optics company, Rosser 
developed and marketed his wrestling 
persona—a villainous character audiences 
loved to hate. A unique skillset combining 
athleticism, storytelling, relationship 
building, and dealmaking fueled his success. 

By age 32, wrestling became Rosser’s full-
time career. It was “like being the ultimate 
rockstar … you’re moving from town to town, 
week to week, on the circuit.” 

Over the years, he formed a community of 
fellow wrestlers, spectators, promoters, and 
local businesses across the Midwest.

Rosser, now 55, still makes cameo 
appearances in the wrestling world and 
helps train up-and-comers. But these days, 
he uses the culinary arts to serve audiences, 
either at private dinner parties or events at 
his dining room on South Walnut Street. “I 
had to figure out how to make money and 
still be me at the same time, because I kind 
of have no filter,” he says. 

Training at Chef JJ’s Downtown in 
Indianapolis, he learned traditional 
techniques, multiple ethnic cuisines, and 
backyard barbecuing. Today, through his 
business Chef Lee in Your Home, he tells 
stories through food. He relishes bringing 
people together and creating memories. 

“The table is my ring; my goal is to get you 
to come back for the next meal.”

JANE DANIELS

Jane Daniels, 71, spent 
more than a decade as an 
administrator in the Indiana 
University football recruitment 
office, first during the mid-
1970s under Hoosiers’ coach 
Lee Corso, then in the mid-
1990s under Coach Bill Mallory.  

Her role required her to wear 
many hats—building relationships 
with players’ families, coordinating 
visits and marketing efforts, and 
participating in game day events. “I 
just loved the social aspect of that 
job,” she says. “It was fun.” 

In a subsequent job at Cook 
Medical, as a customer service 
professional, Daniels adapted to a 
new environment and further honed 
her ability to build rapport and 
meet expectations. After decades 
in corporate settings, however, 
she never anticipated the turn her 
career would take. Feeling ready 
for something new, Daniels and her 
husband decided to sell their home. 
A photographer who arrived to take 
shots for the listing mentioned 
needing help in her business. 

Daniels, then 55, was an amateur 
photographer at the time. She took a chance 
and decided that working as a photographer 
might suit her well. Later, she launched 
Jane Daniels Photography, which has grown 
substantially over the past 13 years, making 
her one of the most sought-after real estate 
photographers in the area.

Her work as a photographer and s  

Changing Careers in Mid-Life
3 Bloomington Success Stories

Lee Rosser transitioned from a full-time career as a professional 
wrestler to telling stories through food as a professional chef.  
Photo by Martin Boling

Jane Daniels became a photographer 
and owner of Jane Daniels Photography 

after first working for the IU football 
program and later in the corporate 

world.  Photo by Sarah Slover
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business owner gives Daniels the opportunity to build 
relationships and delight her customers. “It’s almost identical 
to what lit my fire in football,” she says. “I guess I’m a good 
communicator, and I love being able to talk to different people.” 

STEVE SMITH

Bloomington native Steve Smith, 62, was born into the shoe 
business. His grandfather opened Smith Shoes on the downtown 
square in 1952. The store, 
which later moved to 
College Mall, was known 
for its in-house mynah 
bird, Joe. 

Smith, not fond of 
cleaning Joe’s cage, left 
Bloomington in 1980, 
leveraging his experience 
in the store to land a 
management job at 
athletic footwear giant 
Foot Locker. 

A decade later, when 
Smith’s father called to 
say his time with the 
family business was 
winding down, Smith 
returned to Bloomington. 
“I took a lot of the 
knowledge that I learned 
during my time at Foot 
Locker and applied that to 
our business.”

He significantly 
expanded the store, then called Smith’s Sport ‘N’ Shoe, adding 
new product lines. Later, he purchased a small shopping center on 
South Walnut Street, where the store became Smith’s Shoe Center. 

Smith enjoyed working with his wife and sister at the store and 
getting to know dozens of employees and product representatives 
over the years. But after business slowed, and the landscape of 
online competitors grew, Smith, then 56, closed the store at the 
end of 2018. “It was a really hard decision,” he says, “but I did have 
other interests, and a tenant was interested in the space.”

Smith, who had been studying to become a licensed Realtor, 
joined F.C. Tucker Realtors. Today, he enjoys a successful and 
award-winning career in real estate, where he is repeatedly 
recognized for being among F.C. Tucker’s top agents in the state. 

“Instead of talking about shoes and feet and alignment, now it’s 
all about homes and inspections,” he says. “But so much of what I 
do is the same, and the commonality is customer service.” *

naturesway.net

Nature’s Way 

Employee  
Values

PRIDE
We take pride in 

ourselves, in our work, 
in each other, and 
in our community.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T
Not just a song, but 
a way of life. Team 
Green always treats 

each other with 
courtesy and kindness.

EMPOWERMENT
 We grow and create 

with a sense of purpose, 
to empower each 

other’s development.

COMMUNICATION
We use gratitude and 

praise to promote 
harmony among 

people, plants, and 
clients’ needs.

Although he was born into the shoe business, 
worked in management for Foot Locker, and 
eventually took over his family’s shoe store, 
Steve Smith found his second career as a 
licensed Realtor at F.C.Tucker Realtors. 
Photo by Sarah Slover
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

WEDDING
MARKETPLACE

These local businesses excel at creating unforgettable wedding experiences. 
Your extraordinary day starts here.

WEDDINGS AT THE MILL
iconic. creative. easy.

see more photos & rates

weddingsatthemil l .com
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wedding venue.
Your complete 

Hotel | Rehearsal Dinner | Ceremony | Reception

go.iu.edu/weddings

2642 E 10th St
Bloomington, IN 47408

www.bloomintons.com

Contact Us Today to
Schedule a Consultation!

Call (812) 336-7201 or Scan QR
code for Consultation Link!
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2250 WEST SUNSTONE DRIVE
812-334-3663  |  CATERING@BLOOMINGTON.COM
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Sales from My Sister’s Closet fashion boutiques 
fund free community services to women living 

in poverty, and/or at-risk circumstances such as 
homelessness and domestic violence. This unique

programming combines professional tools, interview 
and life skills training, mentoring and advocacy 

services, to help these courageous and determined 
women become more self-sufficient, so they can 

provide brighter lives for their children.
This important work needs your support!

For client success stories and information, 
please visit: www.SistersCloset.org/donate/

My Sister’s Closet’s
Formal/Bridal Boutique

Featuring Hundreds 
of New & 
Gently-owned Gowns

All proceeds benefit 
MSC’s Free Client 
Programming

• Bridal Gowns
• Veils & Shoes
• Cocktail, Wedding Party
• Mother of the Bride
• Alterations Available

Compassion
Fashionthrough

Since 1998

By Appointment: Tues. - Fri. 10am - 6pm, Sat. 10am - 5pm

www.sisterscloset.org  |  (812) 333-7710
418 S. College Ave., Bloomington, IN 47403

     @sistersclosetbloomington  @mysistersclosetin
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Discover fresh flooring 
inspiration for any room 
in your home. We make it 
easy to update your space 
with flooring made to fit 
your lifestyle so you can 
get back to life.

FLOORS 
DESIGNED 
WITH YOU 
IN MIND.

5005 N. State Rd. 37 Business 
812-332-6555
BoundsFlooring.com

YO U R T R U S T E D F LO O R S P E C I A L I S T S

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

SPRING
SPRUCE UP
for

It’s that time of year! Businesses in this special section are ready 
to assist you in finding or building your new home or making the 
improvements to your current one that you’ve been imagining all winter.
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CHOOSE A COMPANY
THAT GIVES BACK!

At HFI, giving back isn’t just what
we do—it’s who we are. Together,
we’re building stronger
communities and MAKING A
DIFFERENCE.

(812) 339-2579

www.harrell-fish.com
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3901 E. Hagan Street, Suite G
Bloomington, IN 47401
(812) 668-6767
KeystoneConstructionCo.com

CUSTOM HOME BUILDING        RENOVATION        DESIGN BUILD

Building Extraordinary Homes

Keystone Construction offers beautiful high-quality custom home 
building and renovation services. Our dedicated team will help 
you through the process of a new build or remodel to make it 
straightforward and enjoyable, ensuring that your home reflects 
your individual taste. With every unique project, our mission is to 
serve you by building or renovating the home of your dreams.

See us
 a

t t
he

 
20

25 Bloomington H
om

e Show

FEB. 28
TO

MAR. 2 

See us
 a

t t
he

 
20

25 Bloomington H
om

e Show

FEB. 28
TO

MAR. 2 
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812.322.3675 
www.craftconstructionllc.com

Commercial and residential new builds, additions and remodels.

  
Spring

(and birds)

in the Air
Get ready for a fun-filled 
season in your backyard. 

Advanced Pole System® 
with Finial
Eastern Bluebird

1301 S. College Mall Rd.  Bloomington, IN 47401
812-369-4255  www.wbu.com/bloomington 



magbloom.com | June/July 2024 | Bloom  693090 S Walnut St • 812-824-3335 • BluestoneTree.com

PICKUP & 
DELIVERY

PRIVATE
FACILITY 100% RECYCLED TREE MATERIAL

v

locally sourced, PRODUCED & DELIVERED

PICKUP AND DELIVERY

ORDER ONLINE
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812-325-2333
PoolsBySturgeon.com

POOL INSTALLATION & SERVICE IN BLOOMINGTON, IN AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Transform your backyard into a stunning retreat 
with a fiberglass pool! Enjoy splashing around with 
family and friends, soaking up the sun, and creating 
unforgettable memories. Our diverse selection of 
shapes and sizes ensure the perfect fit for your 
space. Start building your paradise today!

Get Ready for

Summer
Fun!

BY
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W E L C O M E

(812) 824-8813

W E B S I T E

S e r v i c e s  w e  o f f e r :

812.339.5296 Irrigation & Backflow testing

L a n d s c a p e    P l a n t  H e a l t h  C a r e    H a r d s c a p e

New Installs 

Landscape Lighting 

Walkways  & Patios 

WWaatteerr  FFeeaattuurreessC o n t a c t  U s

mothernaturebtown.com
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RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Built on three decades 
of trust, we are the roofing 

company the Hoosier community 
trusts to get the job done right the first 

time, from your favorite local businesses 
to your home’s protection. Get a 

free estimate on your next 
project today.

812-837-9654  I  www.RapidRoofs.comSERVING HOOSIERS SINCE 1997

Rapid Roofing & Restoration is an independent contractor and is not an affiliate of Owens Corning Roofing and Asphalt, LLC or its affiliated companies. THE PINK PANTHER™ 
© 1964–2018 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved. The color PINK is a registered trademark of Owens Corning © 2018 Owens Corning. All Rights Reserved.

ROOFING, 
 SIDING,  

GUTTERS
&

SERVING HOOSIERS SINCE 1997

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
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1. Hoagy Carmichael.
2. Meg Cabot.
3. (l-r) Kueth Duany and 
his brother Duany Duany.
4. Steve Kinser.

5. Joshua Bell.
6. L. Jon Wertheim.
7. Michael Koryta.
8. Terry Stotts.
Courtesy photos
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CELEBRATING

A LU M N I

AND

The Monroe County Community School Corporation (MCCSC) is no stranger to shaping successful 
alumni. With a history of professional athletes and musicians, renowned writers, a teenage math 
prodigy, and more, it comes as no surprise that MCCSC continues to produce notable graduates. 

The consolidation that created MCCSC in 1968 produced two local high schools: Bloomington High 
School South (BHSS) in 1972, and later that year Bloomington High School North (BHSN). 

Both schools are consistently ranked in the top 10% in the state, and each is known for its 
commitment to academic excellence, college readiness, superb music and arts programs, and 
athletic success.

We asked BHSS Principal Mark Fletcher and BHSN Principal Matthew Stark to share their 
perspectives, memories, and staff remarks on some of their school’s distinguished alums. 

by Brittany Marshall

Bloomington 
High School 

north

Bloomington 
High School 

north

Bloomington 
High School 

South
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Carmichael composed hundreds of songs in his career, including 
the hits “Stardust,” “Georgia on My Mind,” “The Nearness of 
You,” and “Heart and Soul”—four of the most recognized and 
believed to be most recorded songs of all time. He graduated from 
the IU School of Law in 1926, and appeared in 14 films, including 
his debut, Topper (1937), and the classic The Best Years of Our 
Lives (1946). He won an Academy Award in 1951 for Best Original 
Song for “In the Cool, Cool, Cool of the Evening.”

“The school auditorium is named after Hoagy as he remains a 
source of pride to our school community.” 

Bloomington High School 
South ALUMNI

An associate professor at California Polytechnic State University, Kloosterman 
received her B.A. in physics from the University of California, Berkeley, and an 
M.S. in astronomy and doctorate in philosophy from the University of Arizona. 
She was a postdoctoral fellow and radio frequency microwave engineer for 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California.  

Her research on emerging technologies has led to the development of innovative 
heterodyne receivers used for NASA balloon missions in Antarctica. This 
high-resolution spectroscopy studies astrophysical phenomena, and the “Life 
Cycle of the Interstellar Medium” in our galaxy, as presented in her coauthored 
study, “The Stratospheric THz Observatory (STO)” for the 2010 Astronomical 
Telescopes + Instruments conference in San Diego. 

“Jenna was known as wise beyond her years and it’s a surprise to nobody to see 
her doing great things in science.  She was an incredibly intelligent student who 
also had the ability to be unassuming when working with her peers.  She was 
incredibly kind to everyone, a team player, and a gifted young scientist.”

JENNA KLOOSTERMAN, BHSS ’00

Engineering 

researcher,  scholar

Hoagy Carmichael, BHS ’20

Musician, composer, 

songwriter, actor, lawyer
Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
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The 1998 Indiana Mr. Football and 2003 Chicago Bears first-round draft pick was 
recently named to the 2024 Southeastern Conference Football Legends class for his 
success as a University of Florida Gator. As a sophomore at Florida, Grossman finished 
second in voting for the 2002 Heisman Trophy and was named the Associated Press 
College Football Player of the Year.

In 2006, Grossman led the Bears to the NFC Championship before losing 27-24 to the 
Indianapolis Colts in Super Bowl XLI. He left Chicago for the Houston Texans in 2008, 
then closed out his playing career with the Washington Redskins from 2009–2013. 

“While Rex had many amazing experiences, he has said that leading Bloomington South to 
the state championship in 1998 was his most memorable and satisfying accomplishment 
due to the Bloomington community, families, and close life-long friends.”  s

No. 1 New York Times bestselling author Cabot has written 84 novels, including her best-known 
young adult series, “The Princess Diaries.” The series was made into two Disney films, grossing 
over $165 million globally, with a third film in the making. She’s also written other award-winning 
novels including The Mediator and “The Heather Wells Mystery” series. 

“Like so many of these alumni, she is used as an example for students of the potential careers that 
can come from valuing their education.”

Most recently serving as anchor and correspondent on the streaming news commentary show 
The Young Turks and its Revel HQ YouTube channel, Shuster is recognized as having been a 
substitute or primary anchor at networks like MSNBC, Fox News, Al Jazeera America, and 
more. He led Fox News’ coverage of the investigations into President Bill Clinton—including the 
Monica Lewinsky scandal—and anchored MSNBC’s prime-time coverage of Michael Jackson’s 
death. He was at the Pentagon during the September 11, 2001, attack. Shuster received a 
regional Emmy Award for investigative journalism while a political reporter at KATV-TV in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 

“Many of our teachers in language arts and media refer to David as a potential role model for 
those interested in his field.”

meg cabot, BHSS ’85

New York Times 

bestselling author

david shuster, BHSS ’85

Emmy Award–winning

broadcast journalist

REX GROSSMAN, BHSS ’95

Former NFL 

quarterback

Photo by Steve Raymer

Photo by Jeffrey Hammond

Photo by Keith Allison (CC BY-SA 2.0)
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In 2009, Jordan Hulls led the Panthers to a 26-0 season and 
the Class 4A Indiana state basketball championship. He was 
named Indiana Mr. Basketball and Gatorade Player of the Year 
the same year. In his third season at IU, Hulls set the IU and 
Big Ten record for consecutive free throws made with 58 and 
led Indiana to winning the 2013 Big Ten Championship for the 
first time in 20 years. 

Hulls played professionally for a year each in Poland, Kosovo, 
and Belgium before a six-year stint in Germany, where he 
finished his career ranked fifth in the league for 3-point field 
goals. In May 2022, Hulls returned home to become the team 
and recruiting coordinator for IU mens basketball. 

“Never have I seen an athlete improve by leaps and bounds 
from one year to the next throughout his playing career like 
Jordy did. Much of that improvement had to do from his 
relentless work ethic and passion for the game.”

In 1971 as a BHSS junior, Steve Kinser finished second in the Indiana 
high school state wrestling tournament before winning the state title his 
senior year, earning a spot in the Indiana High School Wrestling Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame in 2004. But it’s from behind the wheel of a race car 
that he’s best known.

Kinser began racing sprint cars around the many dirt tracks in the area in 
1976. He joined the fledgling World of Outlaws (WoO) series in 1978, winning 
its inaugural race at Devil’s Bowl Speedway, the first of his 690 WoO feature 
wins and 20 championships. Kinser also raced in the 1997 Indianapolis 500 
(finishing 14th), the 1995 Daytona 500 (finishing 40th), and the invitation-
only International Race of Champions series (best finish of 6th in 1994.) 
He was inducted into the National Sprint Car Hall of Fame in 2005 and the 
Motorsports Hall of Fame of America in 2017.

“The Kinser name is synonymous with both championship wrestling and race 
car driving.  Steve’s nationally known name is a sense of pride, and a part of 
this community’s love for both sports.”

steve kinser, BHSS ’72

Former high 

school state championship 

wrestler and professional race car driver

JORDAN HULLS, BHSS ’09

Former point 

guard, IU men’s basketball, 

IUMBB Recruiting Coordinator

Bloomington High School 
South ALUMNI

Photo by Lauren Waiz/Indiana University

Courtesy photo
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Highly regarded as a knee expert, Klootwyk spent 23 years as the team doctor for the 
Indianapolis Colts and has continued to work as a team consultant since stepping 
down in 2022. He is an expert orthopedic surgeon with over 37 years in the medical 
field. Klootwyk’s interest in sports medicine began as a high school football and 
basketball student-athlete at BHSS. 

“Patients constantly refer to his high levels of communication and follow-up care.  
He goes above and beyond with personal calls, explanations of procedures, and 
genuine care for his patients in all related areas.  His ability to safely and expediently 
return athletes to their competitive sports after injury is second to none.” s

In addition to being the author of more than 20 
novels and works of nonfiction, Vollmann worked 
as a war correspondent during the Bosnian War 
and went to Afghanistan to write about and fight 
with the mujahideen against the Soviet Union. 
He also won the 2005 National Book Award for 
Fiction for his historical fiction work Europe 
Central, a chronological series of stories about 
resistance to totalitarianism in Germany and the 
U.S.S.R. during the 20th century. 

“William Tanner Vollmann is a highly regarded 
novelist. Interestingly, he and I share a dislike for 
cell phones, social media, and credit cards.”

While in high school, Larsen proved an unsolved mathematical conjecture 
related to Carmichael numbers—numbers that appear to be prime but aren’t, 
which can cause deceptiveness in mathematical testing. His proof was inspired 
by a 1994 paper by W.R. Alford, Andrew Granville, and Carl Pomerance who 
theorized that there is a Carmichael number between any number and its double, 
which is exactly what Larsen was able to prove. In 2022, Larsen won $100,000 
at the prestigious Regeneron Science Talent Search for his proof and used the 
reward to pay for his college tuition at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

What’s more, he is the youngest person to ever publish a New York Times 
crossword puzzle at just 13 years old—he went on to have 10 more puzzles 
published before graduating high school.

“Daniel Larsen is hardworking and already an extremely successful 
mathematician whose future potential is limitless.”

William T. vollmann, BHSS ’77

American 

novelist, journalist, 

war correspondent

DANIEL LARSEN, BHSS ’22

Award-winning

mathematician and New

York Times crossword puzzle contributor

Dr. tom klootwyk, BHSS ’78

Sports medicine 

orthopedic surgeon

Courtesy photo

Photo by Øystein Vidnes (CC BY-SA 2.0)

(l-r) Drs. Tom Klootwyk and Arthur Rettig. 
Courtesy photo



100    Bloom  |  February/March 2025  |  magbloom.com

The 6-foot-11 forward, Indiana’s Mr. Basketball in 2000, and Gatorade national 
player of the year helped the Cougars to a 25-1 record and the Indiana High School 
Athletic Association Class 4A state runner-up. Jeffries was recruited by Bobby 
Knight, though Knight was fired just before the start of Jeffries’ freshman season. 
As an Indiana Hoosier, he was named Big Ten Player of the Year, leading the team 
to the 2002 NCAA Championship game, where they lost to Maryland. He was 
drafted by the Washington Wizards as the 11th overall pick in the 2002 NBA Draft 
and played 11 years in the NBA.  

“His success at North is well known as well as his continued success at Indiana 
University and in the NBA. Family and education are mentioned a lot when 
talking with staff about his time here at North.”

Joshua Bell, BHSN ’84

World-renowned

violinist, bestselling recording artist

Jared jeffries, BHSN ’00

Former NBA

basketball player

Bloomington High School 
north ALUMNI

Bell is a Grammy Award–winning and world-renowned violinist with a career 
spanning more than 30 years. Since his debut at Carnegie Hall in New York 
when he was just 17 years old, he has performed with countless major orchestras 
around the world. Best known for his interpretations of classical violin 
concertos, he has served as a visiting professor at the Royal Academy of Music in 
London and as an artistic partner of the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra. 

“Josh Bell not only is a significant alumnus, he also has worked to support the 
[BHSN] orchestra program through his generosity and has helped this program 
to continue to impact the lives of students throughout our school community.” 

Photo by Eric Kabik

AP Photo/Kathy Willens
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The 6-foot-6 Sudanese-born shooting guard was a three-time varsity 
letter winner and a 1997 state championship winner as a Cougar. A 
Nike All-American, Duany went on to play at Syracuse University 
and, as senior captain, led the team to victory in the 2003 NCAA 
Championship. He played professionally from 2003–2007 in the U.S., 
Finland, and Germany, and was inducted into the Monroe County 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2021. 

“Kueth is a person of high character from a great family. We are so 
excited for his success. So many staff and family have such kind 
memories of his time at North.” s

Koryta was a professional writer by his senior year of high school, contributing 
to The Herald-Times’ sports, general features, and weekend police beats. Before 
graduating from Indiana University in 2006, he had written 1,000 H-T articles 
and published two novels. He received the Outstanding Young Alumni Award 
from IU’s College of Arts and Sciences in 2008. 

Koryta’s contemporary crime and suspense fiction novels are inspired by a 
culmination of his studies, including a high school independent study with the 
private eye firm Trace Investigations, a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice 
from IU, and his work as a private investigator and newspaper reporter. He’s 
also an experienced screenwriter, and his work is featured in scripts for Fox, 
Universal, and Amazon Studios.

“His books have been an inspiration to many of our staff and families. Scott 
Bless, former BHSN football coach says, ‘He is a proud alumnus who continues 
to follow the activities of our school and sends words of encouragement to 
students and staff.’” 

kueth duany, BHSN ’98

Former professional

basketball player

michael koryta, BHSN ’03

New York Times

bestsellling novelist

Photo by Shannon Zahnle

AP Photo/Kevin Rivoli
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A 25-year sports journalist, CBS 60 Minutes correspondent, and 10-time 
bestselling author, Jon Wertheim built his career at Sports Illustrated 
beginning as a senior writer in 1999 and advancing to executive editor in 2012. 

“Jon Wertheim has continued to connect with his BHSN roots. One of our 
current students, Nash Henry, has interviewed and sought him out for his 
advice and mentorship.  He is remembered especially for the time he spent 
following North basketball, leading to his book, Transition Game: How Hoosiers 
Went Hip-Hop [Riverhead Freestyle, 2006].”

After averaging 16 points and 10 rebounds per game in 
high school, Thomas went on to star at Indiana University, 
where she was named to the Big Ten Conference all-
freshman team. Throughout her four-year career at IU, she 
started 130 of the 131 games in which she played, scored 
1,240 points, and tallied 1,090 rebounds, 258 assists, 273 
steals, and 73 blocks. Thomas took advantage of an NCAA-
permitted fifth year of eligibility in another sport to join 
the IU volleyball team for its 2009 season. In 2018, she was 
inducted into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. 

When Thomas experienced a season-ending knee injury 
her senior year at North, then-volleyball coach Eugene 
Kim recalls, “She stood there on the sidelines and cheered 
and coached her teammates, and I remember thinking that 
I was even more proud of the sort of kid she was than the 
sort of athlete.”

L. jon wertheim, BHSN ’89

Executive 

editor, senior writer, 

Sports Illustrated

whitney thomas, BHSN ’05

Former IU 

women’s basketball star

Bloomington High School 
north ALUMNI

Courtesy photo

Photo by Ashley Wilkerson
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Stotts led BHSN to the school’s first sectional championship and 
became the school’s first Indiana All Star. He attended the University 
of Oklahoma on a basketball scholarship and started his junior and 
senior years. After that, he played professionally in the Continental 
Basketball Association and in Europe for 10 years. 

Along with assistant coaching stints in Seattle, Milwaukee, Golden 
State, Dallas, and Portland, Stotts was head coach for the Atlanta 
Hawks (2002–2004), Milwaukee Bucks (2005–2007), and Portland 
Trail Blazers (2012–2021), where he accumulated the second-most 
wins in club history—including eight consecutive NBA playoff 
appearances. He’s currently the lead assistant coach for the Golden 
State Warriors. 

“Terry Stotts was an excellent student. He related with all students 
and fit in with many different groups—a very sincere, intelligent 
man, highly respected. A good friend,” says George Fielding, retired 
guidance counselor and former basketball coach at North. *

A three-time all-state power forward, May was a member of the 2002 
McDonald’s High School All-American team and was named Indiana 
Mr. Basketball the same year. He played starting center for the 
University of North Carolina (UNC) Tar Heels and was named Most 
Outstanding Player of the 2005 NCAA Tournament. May was drafted 
by the Charlotte Bobcats as the 13th overall pick in the first round of 
the 2005 NBA draft. He played professionally until he took a coaching 
position in 2015 at his alma mater, where he is currently a Tar Heels 
assistant coach. 

“His success at North and North Carolina as a player is well known 
and we’re proud of his continued work with NC program. Andy 
Hodson, former North assistant coach, speaks fondly of his sense of 
humor and dedication.”

sean may, BHSN ’02

Former professional

basketball player

terry stotts, BHSN ’76

NBA basketball

coach

Courtesy photo

Photo by Carrite (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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An internat iona l  mastermind 

of  emerg ing techno log ies , 

a  DE I  champion ,  and a  g loba l 

ph i lanthrop ist  are  mak ing 

the i r  mark on B loomington 

and the wor ld . 

By Rodney Marg ison ,  
Greg S ier ing
& E l i zabeth E l l i s

« «S U P E R S TA R SY O U N G

(l-r) Anshu Roja Selvamani, Isak Asare, and 
Nichelle Wash. Photo by Rodney Margison
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Isak Asare describes himself as a “third-
culture kid”—someone who grew up in a culture other 
than his or his parents’ nationality. Asare’s mother 
is from Walla Walla, Washington, his father is from 
Ghana, and they met in Sweden, where Asare was born. 

“My mom was an international contractor, so we 
moved every two to three years,” he says. Azerbaijan, 
Estonia, Mexico, Ghana, and the Middle East were all 
“home” at some point. “One truth about third-culture 
kids, it’s sort of like a survival mechanism. You very 
rarely talk about yourself. When you’re living overseas 
you don’t go around saying, ‘Hey, I’m an American!’ You 
just learn to fit in.” 

Asare also lived in the U.S. for a bit in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, and Laramie, Wyoming, which is where 
he graduated from high school and met his future 
wife, Mariah. “My dad was a visiting law professor [in 
Wyoming] for a little while, so we went there so I could 
finish high school,” he says.

Asare, 36, moved to Bloomington in 2007 to attend 
Indiana University, earning bachelor’s degrees in 
political science and linguistics and a certificate in 
African Studies. He and Mariah were married at Lake 
Monroe on June 11, 2011, just weeks after graduating.

The newlyweds moved to England where 
Asare attended the University of Oxford to study 
international development while earning a 2013 
master’s degree in philosophy. 

“When people asked where I was from I would 
say Indiana,” Asare says of living overseas, “because 
that was the first place where I got to choose to come. 
Bloomington always felt like home.”

The couple stayed in England for several 
more years, while Asare did what he describes as 
government-adjacent consulting. “And I was a 
researcher for some time. I was an OK researcher, but I had a lot of 
language skills so I got put on a lot of international projects.”

Asare speaks five languages, including English, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Swahili, and Akan.

One of those projects was working with the Mexican government. 
“It was actually a very exploratory project,” he says, “helping them 
think about new technologies, new development in the economy. 
What that evolved into was the foundations of what became 
Mexico’s national artificial intelligence strategy.” And it was only the 
seventh national strategy in the world for artificial intelligence.

“That really opened up a lot of opportunities,” Asare says. 
His consulting and federal funding clients grew to include 
organizations such as the intergovernmental Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, the U.S. Department of 
Defense, the U.S. Department of Education, the United Kingdom 
(UK) Government Digital Service, and the UK Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office.
“I became one of the first people to work at that scale, really at any 

scale, on artificial intelligence,” Asare says. “Then I started working 
with some local governments around the same questions. And that’s 
how I ended up here.”

Well, more or less.

No place like home
At age 28, Asare was diagnosed with leukemia. “That’s why I moved 
back, because you make rash decisions when you’re dying. There 
was a job open in Bloomington, and there’s no place like home when 
things are going wrong. So we relocated in 2018 and have been here 
ever since.”

That job was with the IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global 
and International Studies, where Asare is now assistant dean for 

Isak Asare is the assistant dean for undergraduate education and student affairs and the co-director of 
the Cybersecurity and Global Policy Program at the Indiana University Hamilton Lugar School of Global 
and International Studies. Photo by Rodney Margison

Isak Asare
International AI and  
Cybersecurity Expert  
& Humanitarian
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undergraduate education and student affairs and the co-director 
of its Cybersecurity and Global Policy Program.

“Ninety percent of the work that I do is at the convergence of 
policy, governance, and emerging technology of all sorts,” Asare 
says. “Anything that you might think of such as the internet of 
things, things that are data driven connected to the internet, smart 
cities, those types of things.

“To me, technology is not neutral,” he continues. “It’s going to 
be laden with social norms, it’s going to be laden with decisions. So 
now we start thinking about technologies that have the potential 
to change the world. How do we govern these to get the most out of 
them? But more so, how do we align them with our highest values 
as humans and as a society? To me, then, it’s a governance question. 
How do we structure our society, our dependence on technology, 
our relationship to data and each other, especially now as society is 
becoming more and more mediated through technology?”

Helping low-resource entities
The other portion of Asare’s work is helping low-resource 
communities such as local governments, critical infrastructure 
providers, small businesses, and others build capacity around these 
emerging technologies. “I also run the IU Cybersecurity Clinic,” he says, 
which enables students to go out into the community and help those 
types of organizations that have huge cyber needs but don’t have the 
funding or personnel or capacity to address. “So, we go out with students 
to help them build that cyber capacity for free.”

Bloomington City Council member
Being able to invest his skills into a community’s infrastructure helped 
drive Asare to run for public office, first in a failed bid for U.S. Congress in 
2022 before successfully running for Bloomington City Council in 2023.

“One of the things I’m really passionate about is how do we make 
sure that we share resources,” he says. “IU has more people who work in 
cybersecurity than any other university in the United States. How do we 
make sure that these assets are connected, that we’re leveraging that to 
the best possible opportunity to make this community awesome?”

But, he explains, his service to community runs deeper, pointing 
out that City Council recently approved the largest ever housing 
development in Monroe County and is in the process of changing the way 
the City budgets to an outcome-based system. 

“I’m just really interested in doing the best that I can within my sphere 
of influence to make the world around me a bit better, an inch better,” 
Asare says. “We are a place that’s resource rich. I think we have all of 
the things necessary to be one of the 
greatest cities in America. And I just 
think this is a really exciting place  
to be.” —Rodney Margison  s

(right, top) Isak and his wife, Mariah, at his 
2013 graduation from the University of Oxford; 
(right, center) Mariah and Isak at their Indiana 

University graduation in 2011, just weeks before 
marrying; (far right, l-r) Isak; his father, Richard; 

his late mother, Nancy; his younger sister, 
Anna Tubbs; and Mariah on a trip to Ghana; 

(right) Isak in a studio portrait at around age 4. 
Courtesy photos
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As a global altruist,  
model, artist, writer, and podcast host, 
it is an understatement to say Indiana 
University junior Anshu Roja Selvamani is 
a busy woman. 

A self-professed overachiever, at 21, 
Selvamani has made an international name 
for herself spearheading international 
community programs over the last 
five years. Last fall, she received the 
Social Impact Award at the Global 
Entrepreneurship Festival held in Nigeria 
for establishing two notable charities in 
her home country of India—Art for a Cause 
and Power of One India. Additionally, 
Selvamani received notification about her 
selection as a 2025 Global Impact Advocate 
at the Atlanta-based LeadHERship Gala 
that was held in early February. 

Currently majoring in computer science 
at the IU Luddy School of Informatics, 
Computing, and Engineering, Selvamani 
grew up in the Indian cities of Hyderabad 
and Chennai. At age 13, her philanthropic 
spark was kindled seeing her peers 
performing manual labor on a local 
construction site. 

“A lot of times children are illegally 
put into those situations, and they are 
just trying to help their parents who are 
very poor,” says Selvamani. “I wanted to 
help those specific children get access 
to education, so I started an after-school 
tutoring program to teach them how to read 
and write.” 

Founding two charities
This initiative blossomed into Art for a Cause, which she founded at 
age 16 in partnership with her close friend Shanjeev. They created 
digital and physical portraits on commission, with the proceeds 
supporting education for area children. Although Shanjeev has 
moved onto other pursuits in recent years, Selvamani has worked 
with local artists to transition Art for a Cause from digital to 
physical art pieces to be sold at local fairs, small art exhibitions, and 
craft shops. 

“Since education cost is pretty low in India for most schools, we 
have been using our profits to help around 10 kids fully, and many 
more with school supplies,” says Selvamani. 

Her second charity, Power of One India, was founded concurrent 
with Art for a Cause to help women in her surrounding communities 
more easily gain access to mental health resources. Selvamani hosts 
digital strategy meetings with the organization’s volunteers every 
month or so to set goals and provide logistical support. 

“I have struggled with mental health most of my life with an 
anxiety disorder,” says Selvamani, who published her memoir, The 
Flame in My Heart (TZP Publishing), about this topic in 2022. “A 
lot of times mental health isn’t really talked about in South Asian 
communities, and I struggled with accessing resources, getting a 
therapist, and navigating life with this anxiety. I wanted to make it 
easier for others to get support.” 

Anshu Roja 
Selvamani
Global Philanthropist

Anshu Roja Selvamani, 21, is a self-professed overachiever who already has started 
several humanitarian nonprofit organizations. Photo by Rodney Margison
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Finding other tech women
Selvamani felt some of that anxiety creep in the first 
few weeks of her freshman year at IU, especially 
after the thrill of arriving in the U.S.—a dream since 
childhood—started to fade. Thankfully at Luddy, 
Selvamani connected with the Women in Computing 
Club and the Center of Excellence for Women & 
Technology where she is a production intern and host 
for the Women of IU Podcast. 

“I always found it really difficult to find women 
I could collaborate with in tech,” says Selvamani. 
“These two places helped me find women with 
similar interests. I have been able to find leadership 
opportunities and attend professional events that 
helped me adapt to life in America and at IU.” 

Selvamani credits her supervisor, the Center of Excellence’s Assistant Director 
Jeannette Lehr, for helping her to achieve her full potential as an undergraduate, as 
well as the support of Tiana Iruoje, director of student engagement and success at 
Luddy. 

“Anshu is an invaluable part of our center because of her commitment to our 
mission of highlighting the accomplishments of women at IU,” shares Lehr. “She 
came to us with a little bit of social media experience, but no podcast or audio 
editing experience, but she had the drive, passion, and willingness to learn.” 

‘Women of IU’ podcast host
While the learning curve was steep, Lehr says over the course of the last year 
Selvamani has excelled at shaping an episode, adding music, and audio editing. 
Taking some tips from the video editor for the Kelley School of Business, Gabrielle 
Sanchez-Steenberger, Selvamani honed her post-production skills and was soon 
able to take over as the podcast host. 

“It is truly remarkable the impact Anshu has been able to make in such a short 
period of time,” says Lehr. “I know that our Center is achieving its mission thanks, 
in part, to Anshu’s work on this podcast, and I think she’s learned a lot too.” 

Between balancing social entrepreneurship and academic responsibilities, 
Selvamani models to promote a positive self-image to other young women and to 
manage her anxiety. 

“Modeling and content creating are some of the things that get me out of that 
fear,” says Selvamani. “The modeling environment can be very competitive, but 
I wouldn’t say that’s a negative experience—it has helped me with resilience, 
adaptability, and redefining what beautiful is. You begin to realize how much goes 
into that perfect image.” 

Her new venture, Binary Horizons
Marrying her passion for global education equity with her digital prowess, 
Selvamani is currently laying the groundwork for her newest humanitarian 
nonprofit called Binary Horizons, which will partner with schools in Nigeria to 
teach coding and provide laptops to students. Currently Selvamani is hoping to 
partner with Helllo Globe Conference—a platform to help young adults navigate 
life challenges and emotions—to promote Binary Horizons that will take place at 
University of Lagos in Nigeria this coming July. 

“For me, it has always been about how do I use whatever talent I have to make 
some kind of impact,” says Selvamani. “I like falling in love with different things 
and experimenting. That’s what your 20s are for—I want to figure myself out, what 
I like, and help people along the way.” 

Follow @anshurojasel on Instagram to learn more about her initiatives .  
—Elizabeth Ellis  s

(above, left) Selvamani at age 12 at her childhood home in 
Chennai, India; (above) Selvamani with medals she won for 
her writing about women’s issues in India, and an award for a 
social impact project about generating employment for women 
in underdeveloped rural areas; (below) Selvamani accepts 
the Social Impact Award at the 2023 Global Entrepreneurship 
Festival held in Nigeria; (bottom) in 2022, Selvamani, then 17 
and a senior in high school, published her memoir, The Flame in 
My Heart (TZP Publishing) and attended a book launch event at 
The Reader’s Cafe in New Delhi, India. Courtesy photos
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When asked about her journey through 
life, Nichelle Wash is quick to acknowledge the people 
who provided her with opportunities and inspired her 
to succeed. So, it is no surprise that she is dedicated to 
providing those opportunities to others, helping them 
grow into their best selves. 

Wash, 32, has had a wide-ranging career path—from 
biomedical research, to student support in higher 
education, to training on topics of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion (DEI). 

Now, after years of putting DEI at the center of 
everything she does, she is CEO of The Guarden, the 
professional consulting company she founded in 2019 
“to offer a unique approach to connecting people to DEI 
learning,” she says.

Two important mentors
Wash grew up in Indianapolis’ Pike Township. Her path 
toward Bloomington started with a summer research 
program for high school students through the Indiana 
University Simon Cancer Center. While participating 
in her second year of stem cell research there, she met 
then-IU first lady Laurie McRobbie, an encounter that 
would confirm Wash’s desire to study human biology at 
IU. Wash recalls, “What I remember is how amazing it is 
to have a first lady of an institution be so relatable. And 
I remember her telling me, ‘When you get to campus, let 
me know that you’re here, and I’d love to have you over, 
and we can have tea, and we can talk.’” That experience 
both energized Wash’s interest in the sciences and 
taught her early lessons about the impact a personal 
relationship can have on another’s life.

Wash’s life-changing experiences continued at IU 
when she met Eric Love, then director of diversity 
education at IU-Bloomington. When they met at the 
Neal-Marshall Black Culture Center, Love invited her to 
a retreat to explore Whiteness. To a young Black woman from urban 
Indianapolis, heading off to the woods to talk about Whiteness didn’t 
seem very appealing—or even safe—but Love was persistent, and 
Wash found the retreat revelatory. She says, “It was the first time I 
had a conversation around what is Whiteness, and how we all are 
impacted by it and its dominant cultural norms.”

Pivoting to a career in DEI
The exploration of race and culture intrigued Wash and let her 
see her life experiences in new ways. “I left there really being able 

to think about how my own experiences as a Black woman in the 
biomedical sciences had largely been shaped by these different 
dimensions of diversity,” she says. “I continued my studies in 
biomedical research, but I knew that I wanted to really pivot and 
start helping more people think about how diversity, equity, and 
inclusion touches us all.” 

In her time as a biomedical researcher and clinician—first at 
the IU Simon Cancer Center and later on projects at IU—Wash 
was always either the only Black woman or one of only a few in 
the workplace. Realizing that there had to be more women of color 
who wanted to do that work, she committed herself to increasing 
opportunities for Black women in STEM (science, technology, 

Nichelle Wash
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion Leader 

Nichelle Wash launched her business, The Guarden, to reach organizations and people who didn’t 
have large budgets and needed support in learning about DEI. Photo by Rodney Margison
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engineering, mathematics) and to incorporating DEI principles into 
everything she does, whether it is in her job description or not.

Later, Wash brought those values back into higher education when 
she returned to IU to support students’ development in the Office 
of the Vice Provost for Student Affairs. “I really wanted students 
to think about how to be more prepared, more interculturally 
competent, before transitioning into the workplace,” she says.

In her final role at IU, Wash worked for the Office of Admissions. 
“I was specifically supporting diversity recruiting and outreach, 
and bringing more diverse perspectives to our campus,” she recalls. 
At that point, she had come full circle, offering students the kinds 
of opportunities she had been given by McRobbie, Love, and other 
instructors and mentors, all while helping to enrich and diversify 
campus culture.

Involved with Bloomington
This work at IU reconnected Wash with the larger Bloomington 
community, where she has built networks of like-minded advocates 
and engaged in volunteer work that aligns with her values. “I enjoy 
Bloomington,” she says. “It’s not without its challenges, but I have 
found that the network I have created here is one that is energizing 
and keeps hope at the forefront. I feel like I am in a community that 
is committed to having these conversations. Even when we get it 
wrong, we still figure out how to keep going.”

Wash has chaired the Monroe County Women’s Commission, 
where she established a Girls Coding Camp to engage young 
women in STEM. She currently serves on the boards of both 
the Monroe County Public Library and Monroe County Court 
Appointed Special Advocates for Children (CASA), and she is on 
the city’s Black History Month Committee, among numerous other 
community-focused projects. 

Community also comes first professionally. Wash says, “The 
Guarden really ramped up the work in response to the societal 
crises of 2020,” including the COVID-19 pandemic. Some of the 
local organizations it has worked with include Monroe County 
CASA; Tandem Community Birth Center and Postpartum 
House; WonderLab Museum of Science, Health and Technology; 
Bloomington Farm Stop Collective; and the Greater Bloomington 
Chamber of Commerce.

“When I first launched The Guarden,” she says, “my intention 
was really to reach organizations and people that didn’t have 
large budgets and just needed support on how to navigate the 
conversations and learn the basics [of DEI],” adding 
that most of her work has been local to Indiana. “It’s 
one of the commitments that I have to ensure the 
smaller organizations without DEI leaders are able 
to afford the work.”

Working with large 
corporations
Since then, Wash has joined the international DEI 
consulting firm, Seramount, where she works with 
larger corporations that are seeking to develop 
more inclusive workplaces. She is also a celebrated 
public speaker on DEI through All American 
Entertainment, which represents, among others, 

basketball legend Magic Johnson, environmental activist Erin 
Brockovich, and Bernice King, Civil Rights leader, author, and 
daughter of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

No matter what setting in which she consults, Wash puts the 
concept of grace at the center of her work, which she sees as 
essential when exploring challenging topics like bias, systemic 
racism, and culturally sensitive communication. “Grace is the giving 
of an underearned access to be human,” she says. “It does not run 
on a background check, meaning you don’t get to withhold grace 
from someone because of what they’ve done in their past. And that 
is the antidote to cancel culture. It’s letting people evolve.” People 
must hold themselves accountable for mistakes they have made, she 
says, “but when we center grace, we leave the door open for people 
wanting to continue learning, even when it is hard and when they 
don’t like what you just said.” 

Whether through her consulting, education, or volunteer work, 
Nichelle Wash puts that grace at the center of everything she does, 
inviting people to grow and thrive, and providing the support they 
need. —Greg Siering  *

(right) Wash (far right) at around 
age 12 with three of her five 
siblings; (below, right, l-r) Wash 
with her grandmother, Clara 
Zell. “She’s my motivation—a 
woman from Mississippi who 
relocated to Indiana, raised six 
kids, and served her community 
through civic engagement.” 
Wash had just accepted an 
award in high school where she 
was recognized as the rising 
star of her graduating class; 
(below) Wash’s first-grade 
school portrait. Courtesy photos
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