In case you're not familiar with Max’s Place,
it was a popular downtown pizzeria and
music spot, originally on 7th Street and later
on the north side of the downtown Square.
Closed in 2015, longtime groupies are now
celebrating its return. The new location at
1280 N. College opened in February.

The new Max’s is again owned by Travers
Marks. It seats 50 diners and is festooned
with music memorabilia from the Indiana
University archives. A sign from one of the
previous locations hangs adjacent to the
counter. There’s a small stage in the corner
for single and duo performers. Music is
important, says Marks, a musician with
the band Zion Crossroads. “We have a
weekly open mic night in addition to other
performances throughout the year,” he says.

Sound like the place you remember?

It is, except there’s one key difference.
“This time the focus is more on food,” says
Marks, who brought on Chef Abel Garcia

as general manager and junior
partner. Garcia’s experience ranges
from being the executive chef
at Cardinal Spirits, owning and
operating Hoosier Bistro out of the
Elks Lodge, and most recently as
executive chef at Half Bottle Bistro.

Marks and Garcia had worked
together on and off and had been
talking for years about partnering
if the right opportunity came along.
So, when Hank’s Pizza Mac was
listed for sale, the two decided to
bring Max’s Place back to life.

“Pizza has always been the
backbone of Max’s Place,” says
Garcia, who plans to keep favorites like The
Crossroads on the menu. It’s abed of red
sauce with spinach, sun-dried tomatoes,
pine nuts, roasted garlic, and ricotta, and
happens to be Marks’ personal go-to.

Garcia plans to use local farmers’ markets

(I-r) Chef Abel Garcia and owner Travers Marks brought Max’s Place
back to life in February at a new location. Photo by Rodney Margison

as his muse, sourcing local ingredients to
craft seasonally inspired pizzas and salads.
“We're just trying to preserve Bloomington
history here,” says Garcia.

Visit maxsplacebloomingtonin.com or
check out their April appearance on the No
Dishes Podcast.—Heather Ray
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