During the Bloom Magazine 20th Year

Gala held September 19 at One World at
Woolery Mill, Bloom Editor and Publisher
Malcolm Abrams presented the 2025 Bloom
Community Awards.

Bloom Magazine has four missions: to
support local businesses, local charities, the
arts, and diversity. The Bloom Community
Awards were created to honor individuals
and organizations who advance these
missions in Bloomington.

For the second year, an award was also
presented for support of local journalism.

The Bloom Community Awards recognize outstanding
individuals and groups who support Bloom’s four
missions. The 2025 winners are (I-r) Andrew Miller and
Mia Hilkowitz on behalf of the Indiana Daily Student,
for Support of Local Journalism; Bloom Editor and
Publisher Malcolm Abrams; Robert Meitus, for Support
of Local Arts; Emily Pike, for Support of Local Charities;
Charles Sykes, for Support of Local Diversity; and
Andrea de la Rosa, for Support of Local Business.
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Support of Local Business

is the assistant director
of small business development for the City
of Bloomington and executive director
of the Bloomington Urban Enterprise
Association (BUEA). With more than 15
years of experience owning and managing
independent businesses, she advances
Bloomington’s entrepreneurial community
through strategic planning, targeted
outreach, and impactful grant programs.

Support of Local Arts

co-founded the
livestreaming company Mandolin
in 2020 to provide performing
opportunities for musicians during
the pandemic; founded Bloomington
Roots Foundation, which promotes
live concerts and youth education
in Bloomington at the Buskirk-
Chumley Theater, FAR Center
for Contemporary Arts, and other
venues; and manages the career of
singer-songwriter Carrie Newcomer,
his wife.

Support of Local Diversity

has served for 34 years as
executive director of IU’s African American
Arts Institute, while also serving as affiliate
faculty. Under his leadership, the Institute’s
African American Dance Company, African
American Choral Ensemble, and IU Soul
Revue helped foster the development of
thousands of students and entertained
and enlightened diverse audiences locally,
nationally, and internationally.

The crystal awards have four pillars, each
representing one of Bloom’s missions.
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Support of Local Charities

came to New Hope for Families
in April 2012 as director of children’s
programming and founded New Hope’s early
learning program in 2015. In October 2017,
Pike assumed the role of executive director
and led the agency through a successful
relocation campaign.

Support of Local Journalism

has
taken on alarger role in the community
with its coverage of events and
investigative reporting in recent
times, as The Herald-Times’ local
coverage has been significantly
diminished. And, despite uncertain
funding and attacks from state
government officials, the IDS has
been fearless in reporting on the
many swirling controversies at IU.
Current student editors Andrew
Miller and Mia Hilkowitz accepted
the award on behalf of the IDS.
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